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CHICAGO (AFP) — President-elect Barack Obama has chosen Nobel prize-winning
physicist Steven Chu, a strong advocate of alternative and renewable energy research, to
be his energy secretary, US media reported Thursday.

Obama has also decided to name three experienced policy makers and regulators to key
environmental jobs, the Washington Post and the Los Angeles Times wrote, suggesting
the next US president plans to push for a bold shift on climate and energy issues.

Obama has selected Carol Browner, former administrator for the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) under president Bill Clinton, to fill a position overseeing energy,
environment and climate policies, the newspapers reported, citing unnamed Democratic
party officials.

Browner once served as legislative director for former vice president and environmental
advocate Al Gore when he was a member of the US Senate.

Obama also has decided to name Lisa Jackson, former head of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection, to head the EPA. Nancy Sutley, a deputy mayor
of Los Angeles for energy and environment, will lead the White House Council on
Environmental Quality, the reports said.

The president-elect plans to announce the appointments later this week, the papers said.

The son of Chinese immigrants and a former member of Stanford University's faculty, Chu
won the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1997 for his work on the "development of methods to
cool and trap atoms with laser light."

As head of the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory since 2004, Chu has focused on
climate change.

The lab's website said he has sought to make the center "the world leader in alternative
and renewable energy research, particularly the development of carbon-neutral sources of
energy."

It describes him as "an early advocate for finding scientific solutions to climate change."

Environmental groups welcomed the choices, saying it showed Obama was committed to
moving decisively on renewable energy and cutting carbon emissions.

"These are ... wins for the environment," Frances Beinecke, president of the National
Resources Defense Council, told the Los Angeles Times. She said the creation of
Browner's position "clearly demonstrates that leadership is going to come from the White
House" on alternative energy.

The reports came before a scheduled news conference Thursday with Obama expected to
unveil former Senate leader Tom Daschle as his nominee for health and human services
secretary, tasked with shepherding health care reform legislation through Congress.
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