August 20, 2008

McCain, Obama to Silence Critical Ads on Sept. 11
By Jim Kuhnhenn

WASHINGTON - Presidential contenders Barack Obama and John McCain plan to pull
ads on Sept. 11 that criticize each other, a respite from the political fray to honor the
anniversary of the 2001 terrorist attacks.

McCain spokesman Brian Rogers said McCain did not plan to advertise at all on the
anniversary. "Nine-eleven is not a day for politics,” Rogers said.

"We hope Sept. 11th is a day when Americans come together and reaffirm our resolve to
address the common challenges we face together,” Obama spokesman Hari Sevugan said.

MyGoodDeed.org is also among a number of organizations and families of Sept. 11
victims who plan to hold a ServiceNation Summit on Sept. 11-12 in New York. Sponsors
invited Obama and McCain to attend a presidential candidates forum on Sept. 11.

In a letter to both candidates Tuesday, MyGoodDeed.org founders David Paine and Jay
Winuk noted that the country seemed to forget partisan differences in the days after the
attacks and were unified by a sense of compassion. The group planned to announce their
appeal to the candidates on Wednesday. The campaigns revealed their intentions when
contacted by The Associated Press.

Paine, the president of the group, runs a marketing firm in California. Winuk*s brother,
Glenn Winuk, was a lawyer and volunteer firefighter who died after rushing to the World
Trade Center to assist victims.

Copyright © 2008 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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White House combatants observe Ground Zero truce

NEW YORK (AFP) — John McCain and Barack Obama were to observe a truce
Thursday in their increasingly bitter White House contest with a joint appearance at
Ground Zero on the seventh anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.

Their visit to the site of the former World Trade Center in Manhattan promised a rare
break from hostilities in the frenzied last two months of the presidential race.

"There will be no speeches,” Democrat Obama's spokeswoman Linda Douglass said.
"This is going to be a moment when politics are set aside."

Both Obama and his Republican rival McCain were to suspend campaign advertising for
the day.

Heavy security was in place well ahead, with streets near Ground Zero closed and buses
re-routed before ceremonies starting at 8:40 am (1240 GMT).

Two separate minutes of silence were to mark the moments when the two hijacked
airliners struck on September 11, 2001, destroying each of the Twin Towers and killing
some 3,000 people -- at 8:46 am and at 9:03 am.

Ceremonies included additional minutes of silence commemorating the collapse of each
tower, as well as the traditional reading out of all victims' names.

McCain and Obama -- expected by staff to be arriving later in the day, after the official
ceremonies -- have promised to bury the hatchet in honor of the anniversary.

Over the last week the White House contest has degenerated into name-calling, climaxing
with the row over Obama's branding of the Republican campaign of McCain and running
mate Sarah Palin as "lipstick on a pig."

But Obama set the tone for the Ground Zero event, saying Wednesday that 9/11 showed
"that here in America, we all have a stake in each other; I am my brother's keeper, 1 am
my sister's keeper; and we rise and fall as one nation."

Although they will want to avoid any semblance of politicking at Ground Zero itself,
temperatures could rise later in the day when the two candidates participate in a televised
forum at 8:00 pm (0000 GMT Friday).



The forum, organized by a coalition of civic groups named ServiceNation, is not a debate
and the two rivals will appear separately, with Obama going second -- a line-up his aides
said was decided by the flick of a coin.

Douglass said her boss might use the occasion to respond "to the Republicans' mocking
of his own youthful commitment to community service."

However analysts think the antagonists will be on best behavior.

"The campaign’'s likely to get pretty nasty, but tomorrow they'll want to be above the
battle,” said John Mueller, a politics professor at Ohio State University. "Bashing the
opponent is bad politics at that moment."

The 9/11 attacks remain a deeply emotional issue in the United States, even if polls show
that pocketbook concerns, particularly the parlous state of the housing market, now top
terrorism fears.

Because of continued delays in erecting the World Trade Center's replacement and a
memorial, the memory of the attacks remain literally an open wound.

On the eve of the anniversary, New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg lambasted
bureaucratic hurdles for what he said was "frustratingly slow" progress in redeveloping
the site.

Sally Regenhard, whose fireman son was killed seven years ago during the deadly rescue
mission, hopes the candidates' presence will renew focus on what she says are the
unlearned lessons of 9/11.

"I'd like to hear them say they're going to get more involved regarding... the need to
protect our cities from all types of chemical and biological and radiological attacks," she
told AFP.

"l want them to get involved with legislation to create a national standard for emergency
response after attacks, hurricanes, whatever the emergency."

But don't expect the bipartisan approach in Manhattan to last long, warned New York
University politics professor Steven Brams.

"They'll obviously want to unify the country, to commemorate this occasion. There'll be
no harsh words exchanged if they meet face to face," Brams said. "But this is just an
interlude.”
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Meaning of Service

Government’s Role
Divides Candidates;
Bill Clinton on Trail

By AMY CHOZICK
AND ELtZARETE HOLMES

NEW YORK—Barack Obama
and John McCain took their de-
bate over the meaning of ser-
vice to country into close quer-
ters Thursday night, as the two
appeared together at what was
billed as s nonpartisan event
timed tw commemorate the
Sept. 1) terrorist attacks.

The presidendal contenders
took questions separately at
the Service Nation Summit, a
gathering of nonprofit and civic
organizations. The format was
similar to an event last month
hosted by evangelical leader
the Rev. Rick Warren. The candj-
dates were on stage together
for only a few moments. Sen.
McCain clapped as his oppo-
nent shook hands with co-hosts
Richard Stengel, managing edi-
tor of Time magazine and PBS’s
Judy Woodruff.

Sen. McCain, who took ques-
tions first based on & coin toss,
insisted throughout his appear-
ance that govermment wasn’t
the answer to service. “Govern-
ment can’t do it all, the essence
of volunteerism starts at the
grass-roots level,” he said.
~Let’s not in any way stifle
what’s already going on, it's
very, very successful in Amer-
ica,” he said.

In contrast, Sen. Obama said
government and the president
should play 2 role in helping
people toward communicy ser-
vice, both in military and non-
military rotes. The lllinois sena-
tor pushed his proposals for a
$3.5 billion National Service
Plan to sponsor volunreerism, a
$4,000 ruition credit to college
students who agree to do com-
raunity service after gradoa-
tion, and a Clean Bnergy Corps.

“We need an all-hands-on-
deck zpproach,” he said. “J be-
lieve firmly that government
should expand avenues of op-
portunity.”

Separately, Sen. Obama met
Thursday with former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, who agreed to
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Up for Debate

/T JOURNAL.

Barack Obama met with former President Bill Clinton Thursday In Mantattan, hours before the Demxratic
presidential candidate and Repubfican hopeful John MeCain debated the question of service to country at a forum.

stump for the Democratic candi-
date In battleground states in
an effort to counter a surge in
popularity for the Republican
thcket,

Mr. Clinton plans to hold reg-
ular campaign eventsin both ru-
ral and urban areas of swing
states, beginning Sept. 29 with
a Plorida touy, and he will host
fund-raisers on Sen. Obama’s
behalf “You can expect to see
him on the campaign trail rais-
ing money and just generally do-
ing what the Obama campaign
asks of him,” said Clinton
spokesman Mart McKenna.

"We’re putting him to
work,” Sen. Obama told report-
ers as the two men posed for pic-
rures before the private lunch
of take-out sandwiches and flat-
bread pizza at Mr. Clinton’s Har-
lern office.

The Service Naton summit
at Columbia University in New
York gave Sens. McCain and
Obama the opportunity to ad-
dress a seemingly innécuous
topic that has created rifts be-
tween the two candidates
lately. While Sen. McCaln typi-
cally equates the military with
service, Sen. Obama speaks of-
ten about his years as a commu-

nity organizer. Republicans, in-
cluding Republican Vice Presi-
dential candidate Sarah Palin,
mocked community organizers
at their recent convention.

“A sraall-rown mayor is kind
of like a community organizer
only you have actual responsi-
bilities,” Gov. Palin said.

Sen. Obama Thursday called
his job as a community orga-
nizer “the best education ! ever

had.” Community organizing,

he said, “taught me that ordi-
nary people can do extraordi-
nary things and that’s some-
thing I want to encourage for ev-
ery young person.”

He acknowledged that being
a mayor of a small town is hard
work. “We yack in the Senate;
they actrually have to fill pot-
holes, trim trees and make sure
garbage is taken away.”

Sen. McCain defended his
running mate Thursday night.
“Gov. Palin was responding to
criticism of her experience asa
mayor of a small town,” he said.
“Of course I respect community
organjzers.”

Questioned about the tone
of the campaign, Sen. McCain in-
sisted he was running an fssues-
based campaign and put the

blame on his opponent for refus-
ing to join him in rtown-hall
meetings.

“First of 2ll this is a tough
business,” the Arizona senator
said. “Second of al), 1 think the
tone of this whole campaign
would’ve been very different if
Sen. Obama had accepted my re-
quest for us to appear at town-
hall meetings all over Amer-
ica” Sen. Obama has refused
Sen. McCain’s proposa), ¢iting
the opportunities voters will
have at the three presidendal
debates to see the pair to-
gether.

Both candidates used the fo-
rum to reinforce their message
of change and called for ending
partisan bickering in Washing-
tor. “If they see us working to-
gether, the way we did for a pe-
riod of time after 9/1L" people
will be drawn to politics, Sen.
McCain said.

Sen. Obama said Sept. 11 “Gs
areminder not only of the terri-
ble potential for evil in the
world but it’s also a reminder of
what Americadoes at the tough-
est tirmes, which is to come to-
gether.... The question is how
do we recreate that spirit not
just during times of tragedy.”
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At Columbia, Students Mix Studies
With Volunteer Work, for Credits

By MARC SANTORA

‘When Colurnbia University engineer-
ing swdents were asked to design a bet-
ter walker for resldents of Harlem's
largest nursing home, they were not
just nelping elderly folks with hip prob~
lems have a betrer life through design —
they were working for grades.

In an unusnally aggressive push of
the popular “service learning” concept,
500 engineering students will earn aca-
demic credit this year participating in
projects around fHarlem: designing
swings for people in wheelchairs, build-
ing an envir ally tainable
greenhouse at a Jocal high school and
creatng a trash ¢an that ¢can be used by
the severely disabled, and others.

For the past gix years, such service
learning has been a gradvuatdon require-
ment for all of Colurabia’s engineering
majors, in what experts say Is one of
just a handful of programs nationwide

10 make mandatory what used to-be
known as volunteerism.

“We obviously want to creaw engi.
peers and applied sclentists who are
technically adept, but also effective in
this global society,” seid Jack McGours
1y, the associate dean of Columbia’s Pt
Poundation School of Engineering and
Applied Selences. “We want to creale
students who are sodally aware.”

Ar Columbia, other academic depart-
ments are now considering integrating
service into the curriculum, and com:
munity projects have become a key part
of the university’s sales pltch to prm
spective students. LY

The engmeenng department’s effons.
and broader service programs will, ‘be
on display on Thursday as Columbia,
plays host 10 a service-themed forini
with the major-party presidential candi-
dates, Semators John McCain and’
Barack Obama, to mark the seventh an-'
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Gov. Davld A. Paterson, who Js
introducing the candidates fos
tha evening forum at Lerner Hal?,
plans to use the gecaskon (o an-
nounca the creation of a cabinet-
level position focused on commu-
nlly service.

Columbla smdents pian 10
have recrujdng booths oo cam-
pus far a myriad of sesvice o
ganizauons th hout the day.

“I will be an 1o say to the
country thal we peed (0 make a
qQuentvn leap la calling vpon our
cluzenis to panlclpeme In natlonal
and community service through-
out their livez o address some of
our most pressiag social prob-
lems,"” sald Alan Khiazel, {ounaet

he sald, noting that in (he year af-
ler Katrina, 219,000 college stu-
dents spenl 2.2 million howrs vol-
vnlearing fu New Orleans.

Mr. Khazel saying:
“The milisnnial generation is the
greatest gerving generation since
(he greatest generation.”

Same see a difference in motl-
vation between Lhis generstion
and its predecessors.

Mr. Risner said that when he
was apgolmed 16 his aurrent po-
sition, he thought the best plich
10 get students involved would be
to lell them how it would belp
mﬁ get jobs or lmprove thedr
skdtls.

“Thal was actoally a wurn-oll,”
he said “The wo maost compel-
flog sales pitches were, you can

this world and you can
have an »

pani of the umbralla organization
Service Natlon, wiich helped or-
ganize the (orum. "It }s unique in

my lfetirne o have (wo candi-'

detes who have made the notlon
of service and clvic engagenten
central parts of \thelr candidacy.”

Mc. Khazel sald Mr. McCain,
Republican of Arizona, and Mr.
Obama, Democral of [llingds,
were driven by thelr owa experi-
ences, as well as Ure swelling in-
lerest {n service amomg high
schoo! and college students. [n 5
survey of 260,000 college fresh-
man in 2008, rwo owt of Whree peo-
ple said that It was imporant W
work to help peolﬁle in difficult
drcumstances o bighest rate
In 25 years, sald David Elsner,
the bead of the Corporation for
Nadonal and Communily Serv-
ite, a federal agency sked with
promoting service.

Be cited the 2001 (ervorlst at-
tacks and Hurricase Kawrina,
searing evencs at octurred dur-
Ing these smdenls’ formative
years, a3 importani factors. "We
are at historlcal highs in terms of
volunteering across the eounty,”

ONLINEI PROMOTING SERVICE
Linhs to information about
service leaming programs

and videos showing projecis ol

Columbla University:

myilnes.com/ayreglon

Just ag critcal was the type of
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From left, Markova McPherson, Andrew O'Grady and Did-
danh Subramony at Frederick Douglass Academy.

h

service that was

“They want 1o feel and see thal
they are making a change in oth-
; u'people’! ives,” Mr. Eismer

. IV 18 thal desire that the engl-
neering department (s trying
tap into — while also opaning sw-
denls'eyeslomeways(hatzngl-
aeering plays a critical role In
dally lite.

“Itwas one of Lhe main reasons
| came Into Lhe program,” said
Jonathan Bell, a 20-year-old Ju-

alor majoring in englieering.
During his homore yesr,
Mr. Befl belon, o a team thal

worked on making Marcus Gar-
vey Park In Harlem more as-
cesslble for the disabled.

A swing Lhey dev W be
used by people In wheelchairg
was 80 sucoessful thag the school
Is tooking Into gecting it patented
and manufactured.

“Al the end of the day, 1 can
ook back and gy, Lhis {s some-
thing | did, somewhing real,” Mr.
Bell sald.

Columbia I8 locusing most of
its anention on Yarlem, which t&
Just porth of it main ampus in
Moruingslde Helghts,

This week, on a ralny Tuesday
morning, ball & doxen Columbia
students made the shor journey
from Columbin o the Frederick
Douglass Academy at 146th
Street and Seventh Avenue (o
wark with high sehoel srodents
on developing a self-gustaining

Amasheka Costello, 8 16-year-
old junlor, was assembling a wind
wrbine that is w be placed on the
roof to provide power.

“1 bad a slita Idea of what a
wind urbloe did,” she said. “But
the challenge was not g6 much
the oonstructlan. It was under-
standing how it would power

thgngs in Lhg greenhouse.”
Amasheka, wio said she wanl-
ed (o be an epldemlaloglsy, sald it
was good to have the Columbla
students on hand, not just to help
with the project, but ¢ latk 1o
about gelting into college.
Gregory Hodge, who has been
the principal at Frederick Dong-
lass for-18 yesrs, sald the pyo~

gram d his 6 in-
Muences they mighl olierwise
never comle across.

"In many inner-city schools,

the kids never gel (o sty engl-

neerlog because the sthools
don’e offer i" he sald, adding
Lhat engineering gave students a
chance 10 s3e¢ problem<olvi
first hand. “Everywhere you lo
you sce engineering."

One of the best ways o draw
srudents in, be safd, is robatics,
wnf'ldmt;:sh ilzxes a0t count 1o

mandatery engineerl
service requirement, hum.w'ﬁ
Columbls srudents have helped
schools in Harlem develop leams

. lo compete jn robotle compedl-

dons over the past ive years,
When Prederick Douglass beat
Bronx High Schoal of Sclence
three years aga, Mr. Hodge sald,
{ was “empowering,”
Since the schoo!
with Columbia, he sadd, there
have baen tang(ble results: avar-
age SAT scores have risen rough-
ly 200 pobnts — laking the new
scoring methods IuLo acoount —
since Columnbl

are coaching elemen-
tary studems In thelr nelghbor-
heod In their own rohoties teague.
Maureen Curly, the presidant of
Campus Cowpact, Which was
founded 22 years ago Lo encour-
age service on college camipuses,
said that students who were

by others were also more

o voluntesr themselves.

“They come into college with
an expectation of belng involved
in service leamning,” she eald,
noting a large growth in such pro-
grams, with Tulene University (n
New Orleans becoming the first
o require service work for all
students starting with thls year’'s
freshmen.

For Morrls Michadl, 13, a soph-
omore ln Colambla’s engineering
department, the effort Is perhaps
even more personal than usual
He wasg one of the so-talled Lost
Boys of Suden, displaced in a civil
war there.

“1 have spert my life running
around,” he safd *And | bave
Nved like a refugee wherever L
am It was community service —

began &
wtoring program called “Ler's
Get Reatly” 1ve years ago,
And ndw Frederick Douglass

hing out to me —
that allowed me Ia be here today.
So coramumity service defines
me. I am community serviee.”
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Candidates Take Break, of Sorts, to Mark 7th Anniversary of the 9/11 Attacks

By PATRICK HEALY

Alter days of sharp auacks
against each other, Senalars John
McCain and Barack Obama sus-
pended ah political combat on
Thursday, including television
commercia!s, a0d Instead made
Jolnt visits 1o ground zero and &
forum on public service in New
Yotk to mark the seventh anm-
versary of the Sept. 1 terrorist
altacks.

At one point, Mr. McCain, who
spoke first at the nighttime florwin
at Columbia University, defended
his ruoning mate, Gov. Savah Pa-
lin of Alasks, for recentty making
fun of Mr. Qbama's work yesars
ago as A COMMURItY organizer.
He said thal Ms. Palln made her
commen! $n reaction 10 Demo-
cratlc allacks on her relative in-
experiance as a first-term gover-
nor and a {ormer mayor of 2
small Alaskan (own, Wasdlla.

“Of cowse | respect eommund-
(y organizers, of course [ respect
people wha serve thelr communl-
(y. and Senator Obama's record
there Is outstanding,” sald Mr.
McCain, the Republican presl-
dentlal nominee, before adding,
"l Udnk a small-town mayor has
very greal responsibiilties.”

Mr. Obama, the Democralic
presidentla) nominee, said o hls
appearance that while he deeply
respectcd mayors, “l was sur-
prised by several remarks
around commiuty organizing,
and belitling iL”

“It tavght me,” be safd, "that
ordinary people can do exraordi-
nary things, when they're glvena
chance and brought wgether. |
Wanl every young person to rec-
ognize that they will not Ndiill
their potential anill thay hitch
their wagon 10 something big-
ger.”

Both candidates did agree on a
politically divisive lzsue: They
urged universities Jike Columbla
Io reverse Vietnam-¢ta bans on
Reserved Officers Training Corps
activilles. Some schodls continue
(e bans in reaciion (o Lthe mit-
itary’s policy on gays and lesbi-
ans — a policy that Mr. Obama
lias pledged 1o lift and thar My,
McCaln hos said fie would contlo-
ue.

“Shoutdn’ e students here
be exposed to (he alracdveness

.arry Rohter contribuled reporl-
mp.
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Scnators John McCain and Barack Obama with Cindy McCain and Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New York at the World Trade Center site on « nursaay.

of serving in the military, partle-
ularly as officers?™ said Mr. Mc-
Cain, of Arizonn, who altended
the United States Naval Aced:
emy. *! would bope that (hese
oniversties would re-cxamine
thal policy.”

Asked Ui Columbla, his alma
mator, should reingtale ROTC,
Mr. Obama sald: I think we've
made n mistake on that.  recog-
nize that Uiere are students here
who have differences in lerms of
milllary policy, but the nodon
What young people here at Colum-
da aren’t offered a choice or an
option in participating in miitary
service is a mistake.”

Oulside of the forum, on the
sieps of Low Memorial Library,
students cheered loudly when
Mr. McCain talked about Colum-
bia's ynwilliagness to let ROTC

on canipus and then booed when
he mentioned the option of zerv-
ing as A milllary officer. When
Mr, Obsma proposed allowing
ROTC back on campus, mean-
while, the students remained
targely slleot

While Mr. Obama made no
campalgn appearances on Thurs-
day, he did not entirely halt cam-
palgn-related  acuvilies: He
shared a 90-minute lanch in Bar-
lem with former President Bil
Clinten, fotended, o pear(, 1o
soothe any il will left from the
biuer Democratic primary ¢am-
palgn between Mr, Obamia and
Senator Hilary Rodham Clinton
of New York.

Advlsers (o the lwo men sald
alcrward that the meedng was
cordig) and (hat M. Cligton
urged Mr. Obamn, of lllinois, to

keep his political message fo-
cused on economic issoes.

The meeting ook place In Mr.
Cllaton's 14th-(loor office on 125th
Streel, and they ook a few ques-
tlons from reporiers. Mr. Clinton
sald he had agreed to do “a sub-
stantial oumber of things” on be-
balf of Mr. Obama Lhis (all, and

polities.”

Yet the main event af (he day
wag & moment \when no words
were exchanged: [t was the im-
age, rather, of Mr, Obama and Mr.
McCaln  walking shoulderto-
ghoulder down a long yamp at
ground zero.

Tho two appeared somber

would hit the campaign wrall as
soon &$ his Global tnliiative con-
ference concluded on Sept. 26,

“We're pulling him to work,”
My. Obama joked.

Asked for his opinlon about the
state of the presidential race, Mx.
Clinton replied, "l predict that
Senator Obama will win and win
handily.”

“There you go," Mr. Obama
sa0d, “You can take R {rom the
president of the United States. He
kuows 2 litle something about

tironghount their 15 minutes Lo
gether, chatung briefly on the
ramp. Al Lie bottom, Lhey greet-
ed a small receiving line of uni-
formed officers and relatives of
victims. Bach man algo ook a
rase and placed (ho flower on a
reflecting pool They stood shlent
for a few moments, each clasping
his own fingers.

At We end of (heir 15-minite
publilc détente, Mr. McCalin apd
Mr. Obama sheok hands, and Mr.
McCaln could be heard saying,

“All right, sir, sce you soon.”

The Idea for the rivals lo ap-
pear wgelher at ground #ero
otiginaled last week during a
telepbone conversalion between
the men. When Mr. Obama called
Mr. McCain 1o congratalate him
on aceeplng the presidential
nominatlon, aides to both men
safd, Mr. Obama proposed he
{dea and Mr. McCain aocepled.

The breather from minute-hy-
mbuule polidcking comes aflcr
several days of Intensifylng ten-
sion and attacks belween 1he Mc-
Caln and Obania caraps, in large
part over Ms, Palin‘s leadership
style apd record. She is under
scrutiny {or her {nconsistient posi-
Uons on Congressional earmarks
and her motived in dismissing the
Alaska public safety commigsion-
er, among other (hings,
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The Spirit of Public Service

At a forum at Columbia University marking the sev-
enth anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, John McCain
and Barack Obama took a break from their increasingly
harsh presidential contest to speak with genuine passion
about a worthy cause they both share: engaging more
Americans in national service.

What was striking about their back-to-back inter-
views, conducted by Judy Woodruff of PBS’s “News-
Hour With Jim Lehrer” and Richard Stengel of Time
magazine before 1,000 people in Columbia's Lerner Hall,
was their respectful tone. At one point, Mr. McCain even
expressed admiration for Mr. Obama’s work done years
ago as a community organizer, departing from disparag-
ing remarks made by his running mate, Gov. Sarah Palin
of Alaska, at the Republican convention. Their overlap-
ping views were no less remarkable.

Both candidates agreed that President Bush erred
following 9/11 by asking Americans to go shopping rath-
er than making a serlous effort to channel the nation’s

aroused sense of patriotism to sustained and productive
volunteer activities. They pledged to make a new call to
public service a hallmark of the next presidency.

Giving concrete expression to those pledges, the
candidates are among the co-sponsors of a promising
piece of legislation intraduced on Friday in the Senate.
Drafted by Senators Edward Kennedy, the Massachu-
setts Democrat, and Orrin Hatch, Republican of Utah,
the bill would build on the success of AmeriCorps.

It would expand the number of full-time and half-
time national service volunteers eligible for a modest
educational voucher at the end of an intensive year of
work by 175,000, bringing the total to 250,000. The new
slots would be devoted to meeting public needs in areas
such as strengthening schools, improving health care for
low-income communities, cleaning up parks and aiding
efforts to boost energy efficiency. :

The bipartisan backing for this initiative strikes a
hopeful chord.
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Candidates Promise National-Service Initiatives
By Michael D. Shear and Jonathan Weisman

NEW YORK, Sept. 11 -- Sens. Barack Obama and John McCain pledged to inspire a new
commitment to public service Thursday, as they set aside the rancor of an intense
presidential campaign during a two-hour forum on the seventh anniversary of the Sept. 11
attacks.

"The best way to commemorate, and the best way to show our appreciation for and our
love and sympathy for the families of those who have sacrificed, is to serve our country,”
McCain said.

The question, Obama said later, is how to recreate the spirit of service "not just during
times of tragedy, not just during 9/11, but how do we honor those who died, those who
sacrificed . . . how do we honor them every day?"

In back-to-back conversations largely devoid of partisan recrimination, McCain (R-Ariz.)
and Obama (D-1ll.) each urged Americans to honor the victims of the country's worst
terrorist attack by dedicating their time to service through teaching, the military, the
Peace Corps and faith-based volunteering.

But the reality of Campaign 2008 -- a contest that has turned particularly ugly in recent
days -- was never far from the surface as both men were challenged by the questioners to
explain the often angry tone of their competition for the White House.

McCain acknowledged the "rough™ nature of the campaign and praised Obama'’s service
as a community organizer -- something his running mate, Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, had
mocked during her speech to the Republican national convention.

McCain defended Palin, saying she had been responding to a barrage of criticism of her
own experience as a small-town mayor. But he appeared to chide his supporters who
derided Obama's efforts as a young man.

"Of course | respect community organizers. Of course | respect people who serve their
community," he said.

Obama did not disparage Palin's service as mayor of Wasilla, praising small-town mayors
and noting the presence of many at the Democratic National Convention in Denver last
month. "We yak in the Senate. They actually have to fill potholes, trim trees and make
sure the garbage is collected,” Obama said.



He expressed only "surprise” at Palin's decision to belittle his work as a community
organizer, displaying no anger and keeping the sometimes subdued tone that some
Democrats have argued he must shed if he is to rally Democrats and appeal to voters
waiting for him to display his passion.

Obama called McCain's service in the military "legendary," adding that "one of the
wonderful things about this campaign is his ability to share that story."

Some of the more lighthearted moments of the evening came when each man was asked
if he would create a Cabinet-level position on public service -- and then appoint the other
to it.

McCain chuckled and said yes before adding that he believes there are too many Cabinet
secretaries already.

Obama laughed and said, "If this is the deal he wants to make right now, I'm committed
to appointing him." Asked whether he would serve in McCain's Cabinet, Obama said,
"We've got a little work to do before we get to that."”

McCain also drew laughter when he was asked about encouraging older Americans to
participate in public service. They are "living longer and they're more vigorous," he said.
"I'm here to tell you that's a fact.”

The 72-year-old candidate then cocked his head and pretended to fall asleep for a
moment, letting out a "Zzz."

While the tone of the event was civil, McCain and Obama did outline differing roles for
the federal government in fostering volunteerism.

McCain stressed that the government should not compel service, argued the private sector
should take a larger role in disaster relief and said he hoped private companies would
allow their employees to volunteer in the community. He declined to put a price tag on
his service initiative.

"When you compel someone to do something, you basically are in contradiction to the
basic principle of people wanting to serve," he said, adding later that he would sign a
bipartisan Senate bill that would expand government support of service programs.

Obama, who has proposed a $3.5 billion service program, emphasized his belief that
government and the private sector could work together to augment each other's efforts.

The solution, he said, is to offer people more ways to volunteer, and he said the
government needs to do more to encourage that. "The government is going to have a
role," he said.



"My sense is the country yearns for that," Obama said. "It's hungry for it. What has been
missing is a president in the White House that taps into that yearning in a serious way. . .
. The choices we offer young people today are too constraining."

Each made a bit of news in the forums.

McCain pledged to sign a bipartisan bill on national service that is being introduced
Friday, prompting applause from the audience in Columbia University's Roone Arledge
Auditorium at Lerner Hall.

Obama said he thought it was wrong for Columbia -- his alma mater -- and other colleges
to turn away the Reserve Officers' Training Corps because of differences some students
have on military policy.

"l think we've made a mistake on that,” he said. "We should have an honest debate while
still having opportunities to serve."”

Last month, Jay Winuk, a co-founder of MyGoodDeed.org and the brother of a Sept. 11
victim, wrote to both campaigns, asking them to set aside campaigning to participate in
the event.

Winuk's younger brother Glenn was a partner at the law firm Holland and Knight and a
volunteer firefighter in Jericho, Long Island, who died after rushing into the World Trade
Center to provide assistance on 9/11.

Earlier in the day, the presidential rivals made a joint appearance at Ground Zero to honor
the victims of the terrorist attacks. They chatted as they walked side by side down a long
ramp to the site, where they talked with family members of 9/11 victims as well as first
responders before laying roses in the reflecting pool commemorating the attacks.

Both men had promised to take a break from politics for a day, suspending all television
commercials and other campaign activities. A day after a barrage of attack e-mails from
both sides poured into reporters' inboxes, there were none from McCain, Obama or their
respective political parties.

"Today, we honor the memory of the lives that were lost on September 11, 2001, and
grieve with the families and friends who lost someone they loved in New York City, at
the Pentagon, and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. We will never forget those who died," a
statement from Obama read.

In the morning, McCain paid a somber visit to the field where United Flight 93 crashed,
marking the moment that passengers overwhelmed terrorists onboard the ill-fated airliner.

The evening forum, in which both men took questions for roughly an hour from Time
magazine's managing editor, Richard Stengel, and PBS "NewsHour" senior
correspondent and political editor Judy Woodruff, was organized by ServiceNation, a



group dedicated to increasing service by Americans, and hosted by Time and CNN.
McCain went first, and Obama was allowed to listen, organizers said, because they would
not be asked identical questions.

While Obama and McCain put aside their attacks, the Illinois Democrat continued his
rapprochement with former president Bill Clinton with a long, private get-together in
Harlem. Over sandwiches and pizza, the two chitchatted about Clinton's commute from
suburban Chappaqua, the work of the former president's international charitable
organization and the presidential campaign.

"I've agreed to do a substantial number of things" for Obama, Clinton told a small pool of
reporters. "Whatever I'm asked to do."”

"We're putting him to work," Obama chimed in.
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John McCain, Barack Obama pause to praise one another at forum
At Columbia University, McCain praises his rival's work as a community organizer.
Obama returns the compliment.

By Maeve Reston

NEW YORK -- On a day when the presidential candidates put aside politics to commemorate the
seventh anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Republican nominee John McCain distanced
himself from comments made by his running mate, Sarah Palin, who derided Democratic rival
Barack Obama's service as a community organizer.

The issue became a flash point during the Republican convention last week when Palin
contrasted her background as a small-town mayor with Obama's post-college job helping public
housing tenants and the unemployed on the South Side of Chicago.

John McCain A-Z Barack Obama A-ZShe drew appreciative laughter when she said her work as
mayor of Wasilla, Alaska, was "sort of like a community organizer, except that you actually have
responsibilities.”

McCain backed away from those comments Thursday at a forum on service at Columbia
University, where he and Obama appeared for back-to-back interviews.

"I praise anyone who serves this nation in capacities that, frankly, we all know could have been
far more financially rewarding to individuals than doing what they did,” McCain said.

Pressed by moderator Judy Woodruff of PBS about whether he condoned Palin’s tone, McCain
insisted he respected the work of community organizers and went so far as to say he would
consider asking Obama to oversee national service efforts in a McCain administration.

"Sen. Obama's record there is outstanding,” McCain said of his rival's work as a community
organizer.



Acknowledging that the tone of the presidential campaign had been "rough,” he praised Obama
for inspiring "millions of Americans who otherwise wouldn't be involved in the political
process."

Obama returned the compliment in the next hour, lauding McCain's service as a Navy pilot. He
said he had been surprised by the criticism of his work on the South Side of Chicago.

"I think about the choice | made as a 23-, 24-year-old to spend three years working with
churches to help people help themselves,” Obama said. "No insult to the president of this fine
institution, but it's the best education I ever had."”

The moderators asked Obama, in turn, if Democrats had belittled Palin's experience as a former
small-town mayor. Palin is now the governor of Alaska.

After McCain picked Palin, Obama'’s spokesman, Bill Burton, said, "Today, John McCain put the
former mayor of a town of 9,000 with zero foreign policy experience a heartbeat away from the
presidency."”

Obama spoke up for mayors everywhere, saying their job is among the toughest in the country.

"While we yak in the Senate, they actually have to fill potholes and trim trees and make sure the
garbage is taken away," he said.

The congenial tone of the forum, at which the two candidates shook hands and hugged briefly on
stage at the university's Lerner Hall, provided a fleeting pause in the rancorous debate on the
campaign trail.

Both held to their pledge, which they made in a joint statement last week, to avoid politics and

display unity in honor of the lives lost on Sept. 11, 2001. Before participating in the interviews,
part of a weeklong "Service Nation Summit™ on community and national service, McCain and

Obama shared a moment of prayer and reflection during a visit to ground zero.

They were accompanied by McCain's wife, Cindy, and New York Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg. They greeted one another with a handshake and barely spoke as they walked down
the long ramp lined with flags from across the world to the reflecting pool at ground zero.

Neither candidate campaigned Thursday. Obama had lunch with former President Clinton at his
office in Harlem. McCain attended a memorial in Shanksville, Pa., for those aboard United
Airlines Flight 93, which crashed into a field after passengers are believed to have overpowered
the hijackers.

For all the venom passing between the campaigns, each man seemed willing to name the other to
a Cabinet post. Whether the loser would accept was not so clear.



Asked if, as president, he would put McCain in charge of a Cabinet position devoted to national
service, Obama, enjoying the question, said, "If this is the deal he wants to make right now, | am
committed to appointing him to my Cabinet."

Would he accept the same job under President McCain?

"We've got a little work to do before we get to that point,” Obama said.
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McCain, Obama Pause on Anniversary of 9/11

(Mark Wilson/Globe Staff)

Stilling the Rancor for a Day of Honor
By Susan Milligan and Bryan Bender

NEW YORK - John McCain and Barack Obama, rivals in an increasingly bitter presidential race,
found common ground yesterday at ground zero, temporarily setting aside political differences to
jointly honor the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks and make a unified call for national service.

In a somber event that belied the vitriol exchanged by the two campaigns in recent days, Obama
and McCain walked side by side down a long path to a reflecting pool in the middle of an
ominously empty space where the World Trade Center once stood. With Cindy McCain and
Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York behind them, each placed a rose given them by a
victim's family member - a pink bloom by Obama, a yellow one by McCain - into the pool,
which began the day empty but was overflowing with flowers by the time they arrived.



With heads bowed, the two candidates honored the dead from the nation's worst terrorist attack
and then together commiserated with first responders and victims' family members who attended
the brief afternoon ceremony. There were no speeches, no charges and counter-charges, or
scathing e-mails. In stead, there were only handshakes, hugs, and softly spoken "thank you's."

McCain and Obama chatted with each other as they walked, and appeared to share a laugh at one
point. Before they parted, Obama briefly slung his arm around McCain, who returned the Illinois
senator's half-embrace. At the conclusion of their 30-minute visit to the site, McCain and Obama
wished each other luck.

The event was an unusual display of collegiality for candidates who have made bipartisanship a
theme of their campaigns, but have also traded sharp accusations as the race had grown closer.
The day was also in stark contrast to Sept. 11, 2004, during the only other presidential campaign
since the attacks, when President Bush attended memorials in Washington, D.C., and Democratic
nominee Senator John F. Kerry attended one in Boston.

"We will never forget those who died,” Obama said in a statement released before the event. "On
9/11, Americans across our great country came together to stand with the families of the victims,
to donate blood, to give to charity, and to say a prayer for our country. Let us renew that spirit of
service and that sense of common purpose."

McCain, at a ceremony earlier in Shanksville, Pa., where United Flight 93 went down, read a
brief statement honoring the heroism of the passengers who stopped the hijacked airliner from
reaching its target, likely the US Capitol, where he works.

"l have witnessed great courage and sacrifice for America's sake, but none greater than the
sacrifice of those good people who grasped the gravity of the moment, understood the threat, and
decided to fight back at the cost of their lives," McCain said. "I am in awe of it as much as | am
in debt of it. God bless their souls.”

The two political opponents - who had agreed to suspend campaigning and TV advertising out of
respect for the victims - also made separate appearances in the evening at Columbia University
to attend a Servicenation forum promoting national service, a theme for both.

McCain underscored the value of national service, focusing heavily on military service. But he
defended his running mate, Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska, for her comments dismissing
Obama'’s work as a community organizer in his early 20s. Palin said in her vice presidential
acceptance speech that "'l guess a small-town mayor is sort of like a community organizer except
that you have actual responsibilities."

McCain said last night that Obama'’s community service work was "outstanding," but did not
chastise Palin, saying she was "referring to the criticism of her job as mayor of a small town,"
and added that the tone of the campaign might have been more civil if Obama had accepted his
demand to hold a series of joint town-hall meetings - an evening indication that the campaign
would revert to its combative tone today.



Obama, asked about the same remark, said he was "surprised™ to hear the "belittling" of
community organizing, a job he said was "the best education | ever had.” He did not mention
Palin by name, and said his campaign was not denigrating small-town mayors by questioning
Palin's experience to be vice president.

"Mayors have the toughest jobs,” Obama said. "We yack in the Senate,” while mayor have to
"fill potholes" and make sure garbage is picked up, he said.

The two candidates were politely divided over how much the federal government should get
involved in promoting - and paying for - national service.

Asked if he would sign, as president, the sweeping national service bill set to be introduced today
by Senator Edward M. Kennedy, a Massachusetts Democrat, and Utah Senator Orrin Hatch, a
Republican, McCain said yes; Obama, who is expected to sign on as a cosponsor of the
Kennedy-Hatch bill, also praised the approach.

But McCain cautioned that he did not want government to be paying for work private
organizations could do on their own. The Kennedy-Hatch bill would provide $5 billion over five
years in federal funding for such programs.

Obama said government was necessary to both inspire and help seed such programs.
"Government's going to have a role," he said, such as providing college tuition help to young
people who agree to do community service after they finish their educations.

Obama won just tepid applause when he said Columbia and other universities should not exclude
ROTC for students who want to pursue military careers, saying "I think it is a mistake" to keep
them off campus.

Both Obama and McCain largely avoided criticizing the other at the Servicenation event, but
there were signs of the tension between the two campaigns.

Asked if he would put Obama in his Cabinet, McCain said "yes," quickly - but chuckled as he
said it. Obama, too, laughed at the question. "I think we have a lot of work to do™ before such an
offer would be made, he said.
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National Service, Not Lip Service
GLOBE EDITORIAL

ONE THING Barack Obama and John McCain agree on is that each would make a new call for
citizen service central to his presidency. Indeed, last night the two contenders were scheduled to
appear (separately) at a televised forum to promote greater civic engagement as part of a Sept. 11
remembrance called the ServiceNation Summit. Done correctly, national service slices across
partisan lines, appealing both to the self-reliant "thousand points of light" volunteerism favored
by conservatives and the communitarian "it takes a village™ ideals that animate liberals.

Today, Washington's favorite bipartisan couple, Ted Kennedy and Republican Orrin Hatch of
Utah, will file legislation to dramtically increase opportunities for Americans to volunteer,
making it as integral a part of citizenship as voting. Using the model of AmeriCorps, the bill
establishes five new "corps" for volunteers, including areas such as international service, disaster
relief, and a green energy corps, as well as the traditional focus on education and poverty.

The bill creates tax breaks for businesses that give workers paid time off for service, and sets up
"encore fellowships" for baby boomers seeking alternative retirements. In all, the goal is to
expand the number of Americans who do regular service work to 100 million from the current 61
million.

Kennedy is an ideal champion of this cause, since he wrote the first National Community Service
Act in 1989, and since so many successful service models, from City Year to Citizen Schools,
started in Boston. Alan Khazei, co-founder of City Year, who now runs the national group Be the
Change, said volunteerism needs to be woven more intricately into the national fabric. "This is
really going to bring it to scale,” he said.

Vast majorities of Americans say they want to volunteer but don't know where to start. It is this
social infrastructure that national legislation can fund and support - even though some may feel
government involvement in volunteerism is a contradiction in terms. Someone needs to train and
coordinate volunteers, and get them linked to projects that match their interests and skills. And
the bill would provide grants to volunteer start-ups, encouraging the kind of social
entrepreneurship that created City Year, and measuring their performance.

To get people to take the first step, ServiceNation is sponsoring a National Day of Action on
Sept. 27, with over 2,300 service events scheduled across the country; 109 within 50 miles of
Boston alone.

After Sept. 11, most Americans yearned to be tapped to do something larger for their country. It's
not too late to start.
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McCain, Obama pledge to boost US volunteerism
Obama would expand federal service efforts; McCain would rely more on private sector.

Alexandra Marks

GOP presidential candidate John McCain (left) greets his Democratic opponent,
Barack Obama, at a forum on national service at Columbia University on Sept. 11.
(Stephan Savoia/AP)

New York

Barack Obama wants to make government “cool again” to encourage young people to serve and
leverage volunteerism in communities across the country. John McCain wants to “inspire”
people to serve a cause “greater than their own self interest” and encourage businesses to support
employees who do public service.

In a rare congenial evening during this increasingly acrimonious campaign, the two presidential
candidates agreed that the American heritage of volunteerism and selfless service is part of what
makes this country “exceptional.”

Both also pledged to make the encouragement of national service one of their top priorities if
elected and to expand AmeriCorps, the federal government’s community-service program.



Each even went so far as to pledge to appoint the other to a “cabinet level” position to oversee
national service, although Senator McCain then hedged about creating yet another cabinet level
position.

This unusual show of unity came Thursday evening, the seventh anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist
attacks at a summit at Columbia University in New York. It was sponsored by ServiceNation, a
coalition of groups dedicated to restoring what it calls the nation’s “great tradition of citizen
service.” The movement was inspired by the families of the 9/11 victims. They are determined
that the day be remembered not just for the loss of lives and tragedy when the Twin Towers
came down, but also for the extraordinary outpouring of humanity that followed.

“Flash back to how you felt in the days and weeks after 9/11,” says Jay Winuk, who lost his
brother Glenn and is now the vice president and cofounder of MyGoodDeed.org. “As a nation,
we need to embrace that and put it to good and sustained use.”

And so to kick off a two-day summit dedicated to “an America that is ruggedly idealistic,
compassionate, and above all committed to the idea of shared sacrifice” — in the words of the
ServiceNation’s website — it brought together the two men who want to lead the country.

Each was eager to talk about his own life of service — in the military and in communities hard hit
by job losses. And each praised the other’s history of service. McCain even called Senator
Obama’s “record there outstanding,” despite repeated efforts by his campaign to disparage
“community organizing.”

Then each laid out very different visions for how they’d change the country to encourage a
renaissance of selflessness.

Obama pledged that “service” will be central to his administration. He’d encourage young people
to take up careers in public service and the government (thus, making it “cool.”) He’d do it in
part by passing a $3.5 billion national-service program that would expand AmeriCorps and the
Peace Corps as well as provide tax credits of up to $4,000 year to help underwrite college
educations in exchange for public service. He’d also significantly expand the all-volunteer army,
beef up veterans’ educational and health benefits, and create a kind of civilian corps that could
take over some of the Army’s current civic tasks in war-torn regions around the world.

In explaining his goal, Obama recalled the outpouring of “patriotism, emotion, volunteerism, and
a desire for service” that occurred after 9/11.

“The question is: How do we recreate that spirit — not just during times of tragedy, not just
during 9/11 — how do we honor those who died and those who sacrificed — the firefighters and
police officers ... every day?” Obama told a crowd of about a thousand at a packed Columbia
University auditorium. Outside, thousands of students watched on a huge screen. “The country
yearns for that, the country is hungry for it, and what has been missing is a president and a White
House that taps into that in a serious way.”



McCain, too, says “a call to serve” would be central in his administration. In the aftermath of
9/11, he says he would have tapped the outpouring of energy by creating a “concrete action
plan,” such as urging people to join neighborhood watch groups. He’d also beef up the volunteer
Army and encourage young people to serve. In a surprising criticism of Columbia University, he
chastised it for not allowing ROTC on campus.

“The best way to commemorate and to show our appreciation — and love and sympathy for the
families of those who’ve sacrificed — is to serve our country. That way we can assure their
families it will never happen again,” he says. “It’s also probably the best way ... to keep their
memory alive by protecting the lives of those fellow citizens who were unable to experience it
first hand but are in danger.”

McCain would also expand the Corporation for National and Community Service, which
administers AmeriCorps and the nation’s handful of other volunteer programs. He says he would
“be glad to spend some money,” but he wasn’t specific and made it clear he’d rely primarily on
private industry and volunteer organizations to bolster volunteerism.
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BRIDGELAND: Volunteer America
A Renewed Call

John M. Bridgeland
OP-ED:

President Bush speaks to an audience inside the Old Executive Office Building as he
introduced the new Director of the Peace Corps, Gaddi Vasquez, in Washington on
Friday, February 15, 2002. ( Gerald Herbert / The Washington Times )

Presidential elections make for good political theater, and a myth has been perpetuated
that President Bush simply told the nation to go shopping after September 11. In the face
of terrorist attacks, planes grounded for 23 days at Reagan Washington National Airport,
markets closed for a full week and an uncertain economy, the president encouraged
Americans to get our country moving again. But he also asked Americans to serve their
country, again and again, and created innovative initiatives the next president should
embrace.

The citizen reflex after September 11 was instantaneous. Firefighters wrote their Social
Security numbers on their arms as they entered burning buildings to save lives.
Americans from Seattle drove to New York to offer comfort and meals to strangers; and
partisan bickering in Congress stopped.

Moments of national crisis require national leadership, and Mr. Bush seized it. Shortly
after September 11, he addressed a joint session of Congress and held a Rose Garden
ceremony to urge Americans to support relief efforts in New York, Pennsylvania and
Virginia. He asked schoolchildren to raise and donate dollars to America's Fund for
Afghan Children, a 21st century equivalent of FDR's March of Dimes. He also
announced a partnership between schools in America and the Muslim world.

In the January 2002 State of the Union, the president said "we want to be a nation that
serves goals larger than self" and said Americans "began to think less of the goods we
can accumulate, and more about the good we can do." He asked every American to give
two years of service over their lifetimes and created the USA Freedom Corps to provide
more opportunities to serve their neighbors and nation. He devoted 28 presidential events
to this cause over the next few years.



Americans responded. Volunteering climbed from 59.8 million Americans in the first
year after September 11 to 65.4 million volunteers four years later, before leveling off at
61 million last year. Under Freedom Corps, the AmeriCorps national service program
grew, after a rocky start and battle with Congress, from 50,000 to 75,000 members and
leveraged another 1.7 million volunteers to build and repair homes, tutor and mentor
children, and clean up rivers and parks. The Peace Corps grew to its highest levels in 37
years, opened or reopened programs in 13 countries, and deployed volunteers to work on
HIV/AIDS in Africa and disaster response after the Tsunami.

Interest in Peace Corps outpaced slots so a new Volunteers for Prosperity was created,
mobilizing 41,000 skilled professionals last year alone to work on urgent needs such as
HIV/AIDS, malaria and clean water for the poor. A new Citizen Corps for homeland
security recruited nearly 1 million volunteers for police and fire departments, community
emergency response teams, and a Medical Reserve Corps. Businesses, faith-based
institutions and schools ramped up volunteering to solve problems in local communities.

Remarkably, after the war became divisive, the call to service grew quiet even though
such reminders to serve on the home front should be central in a time of war. But the
initiative was in place and historians would compare President Bush's Freedom Corps to
Franklin Roosevelt's Civilian Conservation Corps. What will be its fate? Will the next
president keep the Freedom Corps - both the White House national service council and
office to coordinate service policy across government and give it top presidential
priority? Will the next president do what Mr. Bush did - honor and cross party lines to
support national service programs started by other presidents, create new programs to
meet the needs of the times, and support traditional volunteering? Such leadership would
require a bow to John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton and George H.W.
Bush, Franklin Roosevelt and George W. Bush. Will the next president press a reluctant
Congress to authorize and fund these efforts? And will he repeat the call to service
throughout his term?

Fortunately, the next president will have a running start. The ServiceNation Summit in
New York City on Sept. 11 and 12 - featuring the presidential candidates, veteran
legislators with lifetimes of service and iconic Americans with institutional power - will
unveil a bold service agenda with the support of 110 organizations reaching 100 million
Americans. Let's hope we can seize this moment, move beyond partisanship, and fulfill
the promise of a culture whose roots of service run deep.

John M. Bridgeland is CEO of Civic Enterprises and a co-organizer of the ServiceNation
Summit. He also is former director of USA Freedom Corps.
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What We Can Do
By Richard Stengel, Managing Editor

America is the original DIY culture--Do It Yourself. From the first settlement at
Jamestown through today, we have been doing things ourselves.

Last year | wrote a cover story called "The Case for National Service.” Now that the
argument has been made, this year we're asking, How do we help execute that vision?
Well, by doing it yourself--except in this case, we have hundreds of partners.

We became a co-sponsor this year of a national-service summit whose mission is to make
national service a reality for all Americans. We partnered with ServiceNation, a new
coalition of 110 organizations dedicated to volunteer service, to convene a two-day
gathering in New York City, on Sept. 11 and 12, that we're confident will have a lasting
significance.

The thinking behind the event was simple: Let's bring together scores of thinkers and
leaders in government, business and the nonprofit world to trade ideas for solving our
greatest challenges through national service and civic engagement. Our partners have
been formidable. The organizers include Alan Khazei of Be the Change, Michael Brown
of City Year and John Bridgeland of Civic Enterprises. Joining me as co-chairs are
Vartan Gregorian, president of the Carnegie Corporation of New York; Alma Powell,
who runs America's Promise Alliance; Bill Novelli, CEO of AARP; Laysha Ward,
president of Community Relations and the Target Foundation; and Caroline Kennedy,
whose father framed the mission best: "Ask not what your country can do for you; ask
what you can do for your country."

It was decided that Day One--on Sept. 11, the anniversary of one of the greatest
challenges this country has faced--would be devoted to the ServiceNation Presidential
Candidates Forum at Columbia University. In their first joint appearance since becoming
the official nominees of their parties, John McCain and Barack Obama would separately
and in turn discuss their vision for national service--and how they would try to inspire the
country with that vision. It is a tribute to their commitment to this issue that they both
agreed to participate in the event with only seven weeks to go before Election Day. In
back-to-back interviews, they agreed to answer questions presented by me and PBS
political editor Judy Woodruff--and by you, via questions submitted online in the days
before the event.



This is our second annual national-service special issue. Put together by a team that
includes Jeremy Caplan, Laura Fitzpatrick, D.W. Pine and Julie Rawe, it contains 21
ways Americans can volunteer--right now. Bridgeland and John Dilulio Jr. suggest
rethinking the kind of service we associate with Christmas. Colin Powell and Arnold
Schwarzenegger each explain the passion they have for creating structures that foster
civic engagement. And Ted Kennedy and Orrin Hatch talk about their Senate bill aimed
at promoting national service.

We call it "21 Ways to Serve America."” This is about practice, not theory. As | said,
America is a do-it-yourself culture. And at Time we believe that even fixing the world
can be a DIY project.

Richard Stengel, MANAGING EDITOR
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On 9/11, Usher, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Tobey Maguire Give Back
By Jessica Gold Haralson
Reporting by LIZ MCNEIL

Photo by: Gus Ruelas / AP; Evan Agostini / Getty
Celebrities and politicians put aside their differences Thursday for a good cause.

Although they're rival presidential candidates, John McCain and Barack Obama came
together for the ServiceNation forum, a non-partisan event at Columbia University.
ServiceNation encourages Americans to get involved in public service. Both candidates
agreed to back away from political attacks, instead discussing volunteerism, military
service, and teaching.

The stars came out in full force: Usher, Leonardo DiCaprio, Glenn Close and Tobey
Maguire all showed for the nationally-televised summit.

At the opening of the program, Usher was announced as a new youth advocate for
Service Nation. At least one of the candidates is a big Usher fan: McCain recently told
PEOPLE that he met the singer on the set of Saturday Night Live and that he "got to like
him a lot."



According to his rep, DiCaprio was impressed by the call to national service.

Maguire gave a speech about the importance of service. Appearing right after New York
Governor David Paterson, Maguire said the tragedy of 9/11 inspired him to give back.

"While I may play a superhero on the big screen, we all know who our real American
heroes are," said the Spider-Man star. Some people in the 1,000-member audience were
related to 9/11 victims.

Jon Bon Jovi will give the keynote speech today for the two-day summit.
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ServiceNation Brings Out McCain, Obama and New York Youth
Lynne Glasner

The newly branded S-Generation was officially launched at the ServiceNation summit, an
event that included both presidential hopefuls John McCain and Barack Obama as well as
a long list of luminaries from both the public and private sectors. The event was
specifically constructed to be nonpartisan and great efforts were made to keep it that way.
In spite of the ugly turns in the recent days of presidential campaigning, both men had
agreed to keep their remarks focused on the theme of service and to refrain from either
promoting their candidacy or criticizing one another at the Thursday evening kick-off
planned for the seventh anniversary of the 911 attacks.

So what is ServiceNation and why was it that at least some of the students on the
Columbia campus where the event was held had never heard of it and didn't know who
was sponsoring the event?

ServiceNation is the Hunger Project with teeth and without the baggage of a guru for
leadership. The Hunger Project was begun 30 years ago with a focus on the "me"
generation, selling the concept of ending world hunger in 20 years. ServiceNation was
drafted a few months ago with the concept of "we," uniting to solve the problems facing
the country by promoting the notion of service. ServiceNation in itself is not a service
group; it is a campaign that has brought together and enlisted a cross-section of
politicians, CEOs, and VIPs in the world of nonprofits. The plan has far-reaching and
idealistic goals: "to expand opportunities for Americans to serve our nation at every life-
stage, making service a core value of American citizenship and a problem-solving force
in American society."

ServiceNation is an attempt to tap into what it sees as people's yearning to be part of
something "bigger,"” and at the same time use that energy as a resource to help solve the
problems we face. So how is that different from Obama's message of change and his
commitment to community service or McCain's old references to devotion to a "cause
greater than" oneself? The two candidates squared off to answer questions that showed
where they diverged.

There's no question that the country faces great challenges, some might say greater than
any we've ever had before. And the divisiveness and bitterness felt across both sides of
the aisle are hard to bridge. Can a stellar group of leaders change the tide of the troubled
waters or are they, too, building a Bridge to Nowhere? Is the idea of service for all
something whose time has come, even if it's not mandatory? Can we really create a 21st



century CCC in which volunteer groups rebuild not just the infrastructure of a given
community, but the spirit of community which is currently separated by a color war
worthy of adolescents in summer camp?

These are the challenges that ServiceNation is posed to address and their answer is a
repeat of Obama’s mantra: Yes we can. The organization wants to capture the hearts and
minds of Americans in a can-do spirit that they think will be infectious. By enlisting
broad, bipartisan support across all sectors of the spectrum, they anticipate wide support
and funding.

While the lion's share of those who will be targeted to serve is the 18-26 year-old
demographic -- the new S-Generation -- everyone will have a role and will be encouraged
to participate. Over 100 service organizations have already signed on and the list is
growing. AARP is a major sponsor and the buzz about the soon-to-retire baby boomers as
another core demographic illustrates the scope of talent that will be available to further
the cause.

The theme seemed to play well in Friday's summit audience that was filled with either
politicians or people involved in business, nonprofits or philanthropic organizations. But
how did it play on the Columbia campus, where the primary demographic lies?

The campus started to fill up around the quad three hours before anyone was scheduled to
speak on Thursday evening. Students were already starting to spread out yoga mats to
save spots for friends on the steps of Low Library, where a jumbo screen was set up
outdoors to simulcast the evening event. The invited speakers and the candidates
themselves, who were being interviewed by PBS host Judy Woodruff and Richard
Stengel, managing editor of Time magazine, would be in another campus building under
heavy security protection.

In anticipation of the crowd and in the spirit of the theme of the event, a couple of dozen
service organizations set up tables on Campus Walk. In spite of the distractions, there
was some interest in what the groups had to offer and students stopped to talk to the
representatives and pick up the literature. One table, sponsored by the Political Union in
collaboration with the College Republicans, was hawking voter registration. The Political
Union is nonpartisan and the College Republicans club simply wanted to encourage
students to vote and give them the needed information. If asked, they could also get
information about McCain, but on a campus that is largely behind Obama, few expressed
much interest. McCain literature was not in sight. The College Republicans'
representative remained unfazed by the group’s minority status. "It just keeps us on our
toes," she explained.

The group expected to distribute voter registration forms to approximately 200 students
as part of the get-out-the-vote effort, which according to Nick Shay, a volunteer for the
Political Union, is about average for a day when there are events and large crowds. Shay
thought that more Columbia students were registered to vote than the national average,
but we still have "a campus full of potential voters who are currently unregistered,” he



pointed out. Some students may want to vote absentee, depending on where they live, and
"we just give them the information,” he explained.

This was definitely a nonpartisan effort, in keeping with the theme of the summit. No
mention was made of Barack the Vote, or the large voter drives in some areas sponsored
by Democrats and other civic groups, or of what some consider Republican efforts to
stymie those efforts by creating roadblocks with laws requiring state authorized photo ID;
nor did anyone whisper rumors about scrubbing the voter lists or tampering with
electronic voting. This was purely a way to help students make sure they are properly
registered. Those who volunteer in this effort see themselves as part of the services that
help promote democracy.

While the university encourages student service and many service groups operate on
campus, service is not a mandatory part of the curriculum. A student from Austria
explained that in his country, some kind of service is mandatory for all males over the
age of 18 and he felt it was a very productive and positive way to contribute to one's
country. In a truly voluntary system, there is low participation, so it doesn't work very
well, he observed. Service in Austria is obligatory for nine months and the people get
paid, though wages are low. "People tend to like it," he added.

Interestingly, on the Friday program, representatives of Duke, Penn, Tulane, and Bentley
College (MA) each announced new initiatives in which their schools would be making
service part of the curriculum. After Katrina, Tulane became the first major university to
make public service a requirement and is now in a position to lead and expand their
programs. Richard Broderhead, president of Duke, explained that students should know
what it is to serve. "Service is an important part of who we are," he told an enthusiastic
audience.

So is this what ServiceNation is advocating? Partly. Their mission is to set the tone and
promote the concept, not to tell any organization what to do or how to do it. Perhaps it
can be seen as an acknowledgment by the leaders of every major sector of society that
our country is way off track and that unless we can get support from everyone to turn
around the tanker, we may be heading for disaster. But is it feasible to expect all people
to volunteer when so many students graduate from college with big loans to repay, when
unemployment is at a 5-year high, when the bulk of the population, i.e., the middle class,
is having a tough time deciding how to divvy up their limited resources between food,
fuel, and health care?

The bipartisan legislation, the Kennedy-Hatch Serve America Act, announced Friday by
Sen. Orrin Hatch, will presumably sort out some of these questions, at least as far as
funding is concerned. It's a broad bill that re-funds organizations like Teach for America
and the Peace Corps along with many others. Some of these groups do pay a stipend for
service and encouraging their expansion seems like a positive step.

But the Columbia students were mostly oblivious to the political implications of this part
of the event; many were unaware of the events that were to take place the next day. Their



excitement was about having the candidates on campus and their sense of privilege at
being part of it.

Because some students were uninformed about the event's sponsor, they were therefore
also off base when it came to what they expected the candidates to say. "lraq? The
economy?" a few guessed. Some expected a political debate or at least some statements
about the usual political topics and were surprised to learn that was not to be the case.
They were there to be part of the historical event; the topic was irrelevant for them.

James Gormley started gathering with some friends by late afternoon and was looking
forward to hearing what the candidates had to say. A senior majoring in political science,
he expected that the crowd would be stirred up by the speeches, although he was among
those who didn't know who was sponsoring the event and hadn't heard of ServiceNation.
However, he was against anything that would require him to serve because, he claimed, it
was unlikely to "benefit the greater good."

Overall most students seemed to think the idea of service was something they would
welcome and would support anything that encouraged it and would make it easier to
volunteer. No one who was asked thought service should be mandatory (nor does
ServiceNation advocate mandatory service). This was confirmed, loud and clear, by
students' response to the question of ROTC on campus; they booed at the mention of it
when McCain said that ROTC should be allowed to recruit on campus. Although Obama
concurred, he did not get the same response. The campus is decidedly Obama country.

Not all service, of course, is military. There's lots of work that needs to be done to fix the
neglect of the last decades, from infrastructure to energy independence to poverty and
education. Whose at "fault” for this sorry state of the union is perhaps besides the point.
At least that's the message of ServiceNation. They describe themselves as a grass-roots
effort, working in a nonpartisan way from the ground-up to "help solve our most
persistent social challenges and crises." So are they mining the success of Obama's
operation and co-opting it for a broader and "nonpartisan” purpose?

No one is against service and no one who was questioned thought it was a bad idea. But
that doesn't translate into droves of students running out to volunteer tomorrow either.
"Service should be our number one priority," Peter Blotnick, a grad student in continuing
education argued. Although he was not familiar with ServiceNation and did not think
service should be mandatory, he did think students should feel obligated to do something
to help out. And maybe after all is said and done, that is just what ServiceNation is
getting at - an effort at ending the 'me' generation mentality of entitlement and
substituting the 'we' generation of service to others. Does that make it an effort to foster
patriotism? Or a way to allocate federal money to level the playing field? It's not clear
that these issues and other questions have been addressed, no less answered.

Columbia is a campus of mostly engaged students, not a place where apathy runs
rampant. "Columbia is a very political campus. There's a wide range of political positions



here, but for the most part students are, at the very least, interested,” explained Zoe Shea,
a first year law student who also did her undergraduate work at Columbia.

For some, this was one of the reasons they had chosen to come here; they wanted to
immerse themselves in the hub of the activity that is quintessentially New York City.
"We already have a very political scene on campus, and people who might not otherwise
be that involved, get involved,” said a junior whose roots are in New Jersey. She and her
friends were all supporters of Obama and would be casting their votes accordingly. There
was no question about voting - that was a given.

"l think Obama did a really excellent job of showing avenues that we can all contribute to
service. As a daughter of a soldier I'm very impressed by his sponsorship of the GI Bill,"
answered Brittany Hegeland, a senior in the department of German literature and cultural
history when asked about her impression of the evening. "He believes in what the Gl Bill
was initially founded to be. He talked about ways of giving back. He really has a good
understanding of how the office should be used, and he did a good job of giving concrete
examples of ways to make it work,"

Both candidates have given back to the country through service, each leading by
example, although in very different contexts. Many students seemed to be in agreement
with Obama on matters of policy and were open to the message of service. No one
showed disrespect for the military but it was evident that the military was not the route
most of these students were about to take. That did not, however, rule out other service.
In fact, several expressed a desire to pursue some kind of service after graduation. Not
everyone will travel that path, but if ServiceNation is a success, it will make service cool,
enticing that many more young people and making good the promise of Generation-S.

For that to happen, it won't start until we have a new President. The subtext of
ServiceNation speaks to the loss of respect and prestige that has taken place under the
current Administration. Fully funding organizations like the Peace Corps will send out a
new cadre of people to be ambassador-soldiers for peace on the ground. That too, is part
of the new legislation, as well as funding for other similar efforts.

As freshman Kimberly Rubin explained, "It's a travesty that the one president that I've
been most conscious for seems to be the most hated and disrespected. | want someone
who Americans can be proud of whether he be Republican or Democrat, just someone
who we can stand behind."

While the students yearn for a body politic to believe in, the VIP players in the summit
convened at the Hilton on Friday were promoting broad goals for service organizations
that would offer opportunities for people to get involved. Whether for a day of planting
trees or a two-year stint teaching in a needy school here or in faraway undeveloped
countries, the idea is to open up the avenues and make civic service a matter of pride.

Friday's panels, composed of politicians and CEQS, were greeted with great enthusiasm.
While it was not an entrenched Washington audience, it was certainly preaching to the



choir; the audience was mostly made up of politicos, members of service organizations,
honored guests, and the media. There is probably wide, bipartisan support for the new
Kennedy-Hatch Serve America Act, at least in theory. The real test will be if the bill
makes it to the President's desk before January 20; that would show a renewed strength
and a true spirit of bipartisanship. Even if it does become law, however, the big question
will still be how to translate the spirit of service and transform it into a culture that
becomes part of campus life all over the country while also reaching those 18-26 year-
olds who don't live on a campus where it is easy to volunteer and where they are just as
likely to be eligible for services as they are to serve.



September 16, 2008

A New Age for Individual Service
Tom Nelson and Usher Raymond 1V

Almost 50 years ago, President John Kennedy challenged Americans to ask what they
can do for their country. The Baby Boom and Silent Generations answered that call to
service, volunteering to build better lives for others at home and overseas through
programs like VISTA and the Peace Corps.

Today, our country is grappling with uncertainty about the economy, the environment
and global security. For the first time in history, older Americans believe they will leave
the world in worse shape than they found it.

Fortunately, there are signs of hope that we are entering a new age of volunteerism, once
again focusing the talents and commitment of individual Americans to address major
problems at home and overseas.

Members of the Baby Boom and Silent Generations are increasingly postponing
retirement to start public service-oriented careers -- combining a desire to do good with a
need to do well. Tens of millions of boomers currently volunteer through their churches
or organizations like Meals on Wheels, and more than half of all boomers plan to increase
their volunteering in the next five years.

Younger Americans in the Millennial Generation, many of whom went to schools that
required service to graduate, are better prepared for civic engagement than any other
generation in our history. Just this month, more than 6,000 young women and men are
beginning the school year as new educators with Teach for America. Others will don
their work boots and khakis for a ten month tour with City Year.

Meanwhile, the constant stream of technological innovation offers new tools, most
notably online, that help people of all ages maximize their impact. With just a few clicks,
people can find volunteering opportunities in their neighborhood or around the world.
Fast-growing social networks have the potential to rapidly mobilize and organize
thousands of people, whether to vote or to clean up after a disaster.

So how do we take advantage of this momentum? How can we inspire more to serve, and
how can we best harness their time and talents? That's a job for all of us.



AARP was founded with a service mission, and we have been mobilizing, training and
engaging volunteers for the last fifty years. AARP volunteers have helped their neighbors
and communities in a variety of ways -- from helping the disadvantaged fill out their tax
returns to rebuilding the Gulf Coast.

The New Look Foundation has been energizing and empowering our country's youth for
almost a decade. Whether helping communities to rebuild after natural disasters or giving
disadvantaged youth the opportunity to earn their way into New Look programs through
volunteerism, the Foundation is building two of the most important assets in our nation's
youth -- leadership, and the sense of empowerment that comes from knowing that their
voices count.

But we have much more to do. Last week, both AARP and the New Look Foundation are
joining the Carnegie Endowment, Target and TIME Magazine, as well as an impressive
array of leaders from the public, private and non-profit sectors to launch a new national
call to action in New York City.

ServiceNation is a first-of-its-kind campaign to restore the tradition of American service
through a national grassroots movement. The historic ServiceNation Summit represents
the first time that major leaders from the full spectrum of American society put aside our
partisan, ideological, and even generational differences to develop new opportunities and
resources for volunteers. We are united in our belief in -- and passionate commitment to -
- national service.

Problems that impact everyone require solutions that involve everyone -- from younger
Americans who are just starting to shape the world, to boomers and older Americans who
need to know it's not too late. Together, we can and will make a difference.
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Live-blogging the ServiceNation Summit

Kate Linthicum

Photo: AP Photo/Chris Carlson
7:15 p.m. Well, that was civil.

Obama and McCain said what we expected them to say ("community service is good™)
and the moderators were exceedingly deferential. Woodruff and Stengel avoided the
direct, controversial questions that made the Saddleback Forum so interesting (there was
no mention tonight of abortion, or gay marriage, or what, exactly, constitutes "rich").

Both candidates performed well and appeared to be more comfortable than they had been
at Saddleback. Obama, who had been criticized for being too circuitous in his talk with
Pastor Rick Warren, tonight seemed more direct.

But the most interesting aspect of the event was what was missing. Both candidates
avoided talking about the mud-slinging in this campaign, which has been getting messier
by the day. We heard no attacks on character tonight, no sly references to pigs wearing
lipstick.

Instead, the candidates were complimentary and the mood was conciliatory. It felt, for a
brief moment, like a break.

Savor it, folks. These things don't last long.
Thanks for reading, and have a lovely night.
6:44 p.m. It’s over! Obama has risen and is waving goodbye. Those hoping for a reprisal

of Obama and McCain's earlier awkward handshake are sorely disappointed. It doesn't
look like McCain is coming back on stage.



6:38 p.m. Obama, when asked if there is anything that the government can do to
encourage service, says that government needs to fix itself before it can inspire
Americans.

"Part of my job as president of America is to make government cool again,” he says, to a
smattering . . . . of laughter.

6:32 p.m. Obama thinks mayors have it bad, too!

“Mayors have some of the toughest jobs in the country,” he says. “While we’re yakking
away in the Senate, [mayors] have to fill potholes, trim trees and make sure the garbage is
thrown away.”

6:25 p.m. Richard Stengel brings up a subject that has caused a lot of contention on
Columbia's campus -- the administration's decision to not allow ROTC on campus.
McCain had said earlier that he thought the ROTC ban was a disgrace, and that every
student should have a chance to learn about the possibilities of military service.

Stengel asks Obama, "Should Columbia, an elite University, bring back the ROTC?"
Obama'’s reply: "Yes."

6:21 p.m. Columbia security reports that there are about 5,000 people outside the
auditorium watching the forum unfold on jumbo-trons.

6:19 p.m. Obama and McCain disagree (not surprisingly) over the role that government
should play in encouraging Americans to engage in community service.

Obama just listed a slew of government service programs that he would like to see started
and existing programs that he would like to see expanded. He has said in the past that
community service should be compulsory for college students in the country.

McCain, when asked, said he didn't think government should force community service on
citizens because Americans are naturally compelled to help each other.

They agree on point, though. Both think that faith-based groups should play a major role
community service.

5:58 p.m. Yikes. This is awkward. McCain's time is up. Nobody knows when Obama is
coming on stage. Woodruff's mic is on, and we hear her begin to panic about what comes
next.

Suddely, Obama strides onstage. He and McCain shake hands and McCain walks quickly
off. Because of Woodruff's hot mic, the audience hears every word of Woodruff's small
talk with Obama.



Thank God for commercial breaks.

5:50 p.m. Woodruff asks McCain a pointed question, obviously referring to the McCain
campaign'’s recent stepped-up attack ads: “Do you think it is naive of people to expect
that politics could be a little less rough and tumble and even nasty?”

After a bit of hemming and hawing, McCain responds, “I think it’s very important that
we focus on issues.”

This contradicts something that his campaign manager, Rick Davis, said last week. Davis
told the editors of the Washington Post: "This election is not about the issues. This
election is about a composite view of what people take away from these candidates."

5:40 p.m. McCain goes on the defensive when Woodruff asks him about something Sarah
Palin said at the Republican National Convention (Palin disparaged Obama's work as a
community organizer, saying, “I guess a small-town mayor is sort of like a ‘community
organizer,” except that you have actual responsibilities.™)

"First of all, this is a tough business,” McCain tells Woodruff, before insisting that Palin
was simply responding to those who have suggested that she doesn't have enough
experience.

McCain then defends her qualification. "Mayors have the toughest job, I think, in
America," he says. He may live to regret that one.

5:22 p.m. Woodruff points out that volunteering is often a luxury, and that many
Americans who do service work are “people of means.”

McCain disagrees. "In all due respect to rich people,” he starts, before pausing and
pointing at the laughing audience. He goes on to say that he thinks that average citizens
are the most common volunteers.

5:15 p.m. McCain is on stage. He will be interviewed for one hour. The first several
questions are about how the government can compel Americans to serve their nation.
McCain takes this as an opportunity to talk about government reform, a theme he has
stressed consistently in this campaign (and even more so now that Alaska Gov. Sarah
Palin is on board).

4:59 p.m. The event has just begun. Richard Stengel and Judy Woodruff are on stage,
giving details on each candidate's background in service.

There looks to be a packed house.



Tonight is a homecoming of sorts for Obama. He graduated from Columbia in 1983. But
this is his first appearance on campus since he began his run for president.

McCain also has ties to Columbia. His daughter, Meghan, graduated from the school in
2007.

4:40 p.m. It wouldn't be New York if there weren't a few famous faces in the crowd. The
Columbia Spectator reports that rocker Jon Bon Jovi is inside Roone Arledge auditorium,
and reporters for Bwog.net, the school's blog, say they have spotted R&B singer Usher.

Other big names who have apparently reserved seats, according to the Spectator:
Leonardo DiCaprio, Michael J. Fox, former New York City Mayor David Dinkins,
Caroline Kennedy and U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer.

4:23 p.m. Hello, all.

This afternoon we will be live-blogging John McCain and Barack Obama'’s appearance at
the ServiceNation Summit in New York City. It begins at 8 p.m. EST. We'll have a play-
by-play of the candidates' conversations with moderators Richard Stengel (Time
magazine editor) and Judy Woodruff (PBS "News Hour" anchor) as well as some
analysis.

Like last month's Saddleback Church forum, tonight's event at Columbia University will
not be a debate. Obama and McCain will give separate speeches about public service, but
we're told they will appear onstage together. It will be the second time the candidates
have appeared on the same stage since they won enough votes in the primaries to claim
their parties’ nominations.

A lot has changed since Saddleback. Vice presidential running mates have been revealed.
The race has tightened. Things have gotten ugly. And while the nature of this evening's
event (as well as today's date) means that things probably won't get too contentious, we
can expect it to be tense.

"Service" has been an important theme in both campaigns. McCain often tries to portray
himself as a dedicated public servant, pointing to his Naval career and long time in the
Senate as proof that he has dedicated his life to giving back (don't forget, the theme of
this year's Republican National Convention was "Service First"). Obama likes to talk to
voters about his time as a community organizer on the South Side of Chicago, where he
worked with working class families.

We'll probably hear both of these narratives repeated tonight. It will be interesting to see
whether the candidates mention their running mates.

The forum begins in about 40 minutes. To watch live coverage alongside us, you can tune
in to CNN, MSNBC, Fox News Channel and C-SPAN.
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