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Structure of Clean Energy Act Takes
Shape in Congress
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WASHINGTON, DC, May 13, 2009 (ENS) -
The shape of the American Clean Energy and
Security Act began to emerge today as the
House Energy and Commerce Committee
released key details of agreements reached on
three major sections of the bill.

First, the energy-intensive, trade-exposed
industries will be allocated 15 percent of all
carbon dioxide emission allowances in 2014,
the committee agreed. Emissions of this
greenhouse gas are widely acknowledged to be
driving global warming.

Next, the automobile industry will receive
three percent of CO2 emission allowances
from 2012 through 2017, and after that will
receive one percent of allowances through
2025.

And an agreement on a Combined Efficiency
and Renewable Electricity Standard provides
for a combined 20 percent standard by 2020.

Under the first deal, energy-intensive
industries that compete in global markets will
be provided incentives to improve their energy
efficiency based on the amount of domestic
production, as well as assistance to address the
costs of transitioning to a clean energy
economy.

This is good for jobs, good for investment, and
good for the environment," said Congressman
Henry Waxman of California, who chairs the
committee. "We are establishing strong
protections to ensure America's industrial
capacity can thrive without being
disadvantaged by overseas competition."

To provide adequate transition time, the
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The Ford River Rouge factory in Dearborn,
Michigan (Photo by Emily Benson)

industries will receive allowances to emit
some carbon dioxide through 2025, at which
time the President will determine whether they
are still needed.

"We've worked hard to develop legislation that
will dramatically reduce CO2 emissions while
preserving energy-intensive U.S.
manufacturing jobs and protecting consumers
from substantially higher electric bills - and I
believe that the agreement we've reached will
do just that," said co-author of the agreement
Congressman Mike Doyle of Pennsylvania.

Co-author Congressman Jay Inslee of
Washington said, "This agreement will allow
energy-intensive American industries like
Alcoa, Weyerhaeuser, and Nucor Steel in
Washington state to fairly compete and protect
jobs while reducing our national emissions."

The automobile industry will be provided
incentives to make electric and advanced
technology vehicles. The bill will help fund
research, development, implementation and
deployment of new, low-carbon technologies
and upgrades for the manufacturing facilities
that will produce the next generation of
greener vehicles.

"We seen remarkable innovations from the
automakers as consumers have shown interest
in more fuel efficient vehicles, said committee
Chairman Emeritus John Dingell, who
represents the automotive manufacturing state
of Michigan. "The agreement on allowance
values will spur more innovations and new,
green job creation here at home."

"It is critically important that the American
automobile industry be a strong driver of jobs
as we move to build a more energy

Virginia Plant Takes Top Environmental
Honors in National Cement Awards

Fresh Perspective Launches Research
Tool for Business Leaders
Overwhelmed by Information

Pending Bill on Renewable Energy
Omits Huge Source

Matter Network Has Most Engaged
Green Audience, According to
comScore

Occidental Petroleum's Toxic Legacy in
the Peruvian Amazon To Dominate
Annual Meeting, Says Amazon Watch

New Experience-based Book & DVD
Set Offers Unique Opportunity for
Understanding Green Homes

Siemens Building Technologies:
Committed to a Greener, Sustainable
Future

Save The Planet -- Win a Prize

Capital-Intensive Cleantech
Innovations May Lose out in Battle to
Secure Funding

EMS Teams With MATRA for the
Rebirth of a Legend: The Limited
Edition TidalForce(TM) M-750 x2.0
Electric Bike

Green Beginnings Wins Gold Medal at
First Annual Living Now Book Awards

Sugarcane Ethanol Passes Critical Test
in California Low Carbon Fuel
Standard, Says Brazilian Sugarcane
Industry Association

Pew Environment Group Calls for a
Crackdown on Unapproved Drug Use
by Salmon Farms

Altira Invests in Energy Efficiency

World's First Green Hotels Directory
Launched

Think Green Alliance welcomes Earth
Day Canada as its 60th member on
Earth Day

Apache Celebrates Earth Day With
New Refueling Station in Elk City,
Okla. to Power Company Vehicles With
Cleaner-Burning, Abundant Natural
Gas

Associated Content Launches 'Green
Living' Channel

Pew Applauds New Senate Bill
Mandating Shark Conservation as
Europe Fisheries Ministers Respond to
EU Shark Plan

Melting Ice: Regional Dramas, Global
Wake-Up Call

Pledge Green with JetBlue: Do Your
'One Thing That's Green' To Help
Protect Our Environment

Arch Coal Earns Three Earth Day
Awards for Outstanding Environmental
Stewardship in Utah

Manpower Inc. World Headquarters

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ebenson/
http://world-wire.com/news/0905050002.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0905050001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0905040002.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0905040001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0905010002.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0905010001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904300001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904290001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904280001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904270002.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904270001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904230003.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904230002.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904230001.html
http://world-wire.com/news/090422GHD.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220013.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220012.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220011.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220010.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220009.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220008.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220007.html
http://world-wire.com/news/0904220006.html


5/16/09 9:52 AMStructure of Clean Energy Act Takes Shape in Congress

Page 3 of 4http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/may2009/2009-05-13-095.asp

independent American economy," said
Waxman. "These provisions assist our
automobile manufacturers in a time of need by
encouraging them to deliver the next
generation of fuel efficient cars, trucks, and
buses, which will create jobs for skilled
workers and greater choice for consumers."

Under the agreement on a Combined
Efficiency and Renewable Electricity
Standard, by 2020, utilities would be required
to obtain 15 percent of their electricity from
renewable energy sources and demonstrate
annual electricity savings of five percent from
energy efficiency measures.

If the governor of a state determines that
utilities in the state cannot meet the 15 percent
renewable requirement, the governor may
reduce the renewable requirement to 12
percent and increase the efficiency
requirement to eight percent.

This clean energy standard can be met without
increasing electricity prices, says Congressman
Ed Markey of Massachusetts, chairman of the
Subcommittee on Energy and Environment,
who introduced the original standard this
Congress.

Markey cites a recent Department of Energy
analysis of a similar provision showing that
the 20 percent standard will have no impact on
the price of electricity through 2020 and will
save consumers up to $2 billion through 2030.

"This updated standard proves that every
region of the country can meet an aggressive
clean energy standard, save money, and grow
the job-creating energy industries of the
future," he said.

Environmentalists are pleased that the
legislation is moving forward. Dan Lashof,
director of the Climate Center for the Natural
Resources Defense Council, said, "The
emerging consensus in the House Energy and
Commerce Committee lays the critical
foundation for Congress to enact legislation
this year that will spur clean energy
investments and cut carbon pollution that
causes global warming."

"For too many years, progress to spur
economic growth through investments in
energy efficiency and clean energy sources,
like the wind and sun, was held hostage," said
Lashof. "Now, just four months into the new
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administration and Congress, businesses, labor,
and environmental advocates are working
together to unleash American innovation and
make a clear break from the past."

Jerome Ringo, president of the Apollo
Alliance, said, "The energy and climate bill
under debate in Congress is an opportunity for
the country to unite and transition from our
faltering fossil fuels-based economy to a
vibrant economy that runs on clean energy."
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