The Honorable Steny Hoyer

U.S. District Courthouse

6500 Cherrywood Lane, Suite 310

Greenbelt, MD 20770

July 16, 2008

Dear Representative Hoyer:
I am writing from the Alliance for Community Trees to request your support for the No Child Left Inside Act (H.R. 3036).  The Alliance for Community Trees is a member organization that supports grassroots urban forestry groups across the country.  The No Child Left Inside Act will support our efforts to improve environmental education and opportunities for youth in these communities and, specifically, at schools in your district.

Studies show that time spent outdoors and in natural settings increases attention span and improves the study abilities of school-aged children, particularly children with ADHD.  The No Child Left Inside Act helps provide more outdoor, hands-on environmental learning experiences for our schoolchildren, helping children perform better in school while preparing them to take on more responsibility in their communities.

Urban and community forestry has long been a partner in encouraging kids to get outside.  Whether playing at naturally shaded playgrounds, riding bikes along tree-lined streets, or walking in the woods, trees are a vital link to kids spending more time outdoors and in natural settings.  Trees provide clean air, safe shade, and healthier environments.

Please support our efforts in your district and vote in favor of H.R. 3036.

Sincerely,

Jared Liu

Alliance for Community Trees

4603 Calvert Rd.

College Park, MD 20740-3421

jared@actrees.org

