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OPEN LETTER TO MARYLAND’S FOREST COMMUNITY 
 

Sustainable Forestry Act of 2009 
 

 
 

“Retaining and expanding forests in the Chesapeake Bay watershed is critical to our success in 
restoring the Chesapeake Bay.  Forests are the most beneficial land use for protecting water 

quality, due to their ability to capture, filter and retain water, as well as absorb pollution from 
the air…a reduction in forest area leads to a disproportionate increase in nitrogen loads to our 

waterways.” 
 

Chesapeake Bay Council issued Directive No. 06-1 entitled, Protecting the Forests of the Chesapeake 
Watershed, September 22, 2006 

 
 

 
This statement of fact became the rallying cry for the Partnership for Sustainable Forestry – on 
behalf of Maryland’s entire forest community -- during the 2009 Session of the Maryland General 
Assembly with the introduction of the Sustainable Forestry Act of 2009, a proposal consistent with 
and responsive to numerous studies espousing the ecological and economic values of promoting 
sustainable forestry in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  On the last night of the 2009 General 
Assembly, Senate Bill 549 (sponsored by Senator Roy Dyson) was passed with only 6 hours remaining 
before adjournment, Sine Die. 
 
The Act now awaits the anticipated signature into law by the Governor which will, in the opinion of 
the Partnership, serve as a statutory model worthy of emulation by the other Bay watershed states in 
order to help meet the goals set forth in the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement (C2K) and the 2007 Forestry 
Conservation Initiative.   
 
For the first time in Maryland’s history, a  framework for declaring and building upon the quantifiable 
benefits of sustainably managing privately and publicly owned forests will be established in law as 
evidenced by the following excerpt from the Act’s Preamble: 
  

WHEREAS, This Act will help Maryland to meet its commitment under the 2010 goals of 
the Chesapeake 2000 Agreement and the 2007 Forestry Conservation Initiative by improving 
and sustaining the health and ecological diversity of Chesapeake forests; encouraging retention 
of privately-owned forestland; protecting and expanding forests in urban areas; increasing 
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public appreciation for the value of Chesapeake forests; measuring Chesapeake forest 
conditions in the future; and promoting new markets in the field of renewable energy 
emanating from the use of woody biomass; and” 

 
Provisions of the Act include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
Declares tree and forest cover as the single most beneficial land use for protecting the Chesapeake Bay 

Directs retention of privately-owned forest lands under Maryland’s land conservation programs 
Incorporates recognition of sustainable forestry management in local land use master plans 

Enhances forest land preservation under Maryland’s Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation 
Establishes a Right to Practice Forestry in Maryland without undue legal interference 
Delineates comprehensive definitional terms attendant to forestry and related practices 
Creates the Sustainable Forestry Council within the Department of Natural Resources 

Expands the purposes of the Woodland Incentives Fund 
Authorizes timber revenues derived from State lands to be credited to the Woodland Incentives Fund 

Advances urban tree canopy funding strategies 
Permits Forest Conservancy District Boards to become fiscally self-sufficient 

Sets forth innovative future strategies from renewable energy production to tax incentives 
 
Clearly, the enactment of the Sustainable Forestry Act of 2009 will be viewed as a “Legacy Act” in the 
annals of Maryland forestry policy and one upon which the forest community in Maryland can build 
upon, via future statutory, budgetary and regulatory actions, in the future.  In the simplest of 
explanations, forestry has finally been recognized as Maryland’s premiere land use practice for not 
only restoring the Chesapeake Bay, improving the air we breathe and the water we drink, but also for 
strengthening a struggling forest products industry so important to the economic underpinning of rural 
Maryland and meeting domestically society’s daily fiber needs.   
 

Trees are the Answer…the Sustainable Forestry Act 
of 2009 embodies this fact into law. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 

Gary G. Allen 
Chairman 

 
 

 
The Partnership for Sustainable Forestry is an alliance of forestry, business and 

conservation organizations whose primary objective is to promote the prudent and 
sustainable management of Maryland’s rural and urban forest resources through 

advocacy, education, awareness and collaboration.  Our office is located at 197 Main 
Street, Annapolis, Maryland, 21401.  Questions related to the contents herein can be 

directed to Gary Allen (gallenbay@aol.com). 
 


