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March 1, 2010

Dear Member of Congress:

<YOUR ORGANIZATION> and the undersigned mayors along with Alliance for Community Trees and the National Recreation and Parks Association, are writing to call on Congress to invest in the rehabilitation of urban areas through the rehabilitation of urban parks.  We urge you to support urban parks and recreation facilities across the country by cosponsoring the Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act as proposed by Rep. Albio Sires (D-NJ).

The Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act would invest in the health and well being of communities across this nation from the standpoint of economic recovery and environmental protection, as well as provide safe and affordable places for recreation.  If passed, this bill would create local jobs and help sustain local economies.  Recent studies estimate that 20 new jobs are created for every $1 million invested in parks and recreation infrastructure.  The investment of $225 million provided through the Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act will create 4,500 new jobs.  Many of these projects are especially suitable for small or minority businesses and contractors and could begin quickly, thereby putting local residents to work while helping communities ensure they are providing safe recreational facilities for children and adults alike.

However, the impact of this bill goes well beyond job creation as this bill will also increase physical activity to curb our nation’s obesity epidemic; enhance education efforts and decrease juvenile delinquency through after school programs; and provide green space to minimize air and water pollution and aid in our nation’s efforts to combat climate change.
It is imperative that we pass the Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act in order to stimulate our economy through the creation of jobs, protect our environment, and provide much needed recreation resources to communities to address local as well as national needs.  We hope we can count on you to cosponsor this important bill.

Thank you for your consideration.  We look forward to working with you on these and other important issues.

Sincerely,

US Mayor
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College Park, MD 20740 
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