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• Good afternoon everyone.  
 
• On behalf of the THDF, I’m glad to be here to present the 2007 

Neighborwoods grants and to be a part of one of the largest 
convenings ever of grass roots urban forestry professionals! 

 
• The Home Depot Foundation is thrilled to be partnering with 

ACT to achieve our shared mission of creating healthier 
communities. 

 
• For those of you not familiar with The Home Depot Foundation, 

I would like to take a couple of minutes to talk about who we 
are and how we chose Affordable Housing and Urban Forestry 
as our major focuses of work: 

 
• We were created in 2002 to expand the company’s community 

involvement in supporting philanthropic initiatives and to 
strengthen relationships with our suppliers 

 
• Our mission is to create healthy, livable communities through 

the integration of affordable housing and the urban forest 
 

• It’s obvious that housing makes sense for THD and for our 
supplier partners.  Its what we know.  

 
• HUD defines “affordable housing” as paying no more than 30% 

of one’s gross income on a mortgage or rent payment 
 

• However, today, 15 million families spend more than 50% of 
their pay on housing 

 
• Let me give you an example, In Atlanta, the median price for a 

home is $165,000.  To purchase that home a family needs to  
make $52K  

 



• Most of the police officers, firefighters and teachers do not make 
enough to buy that home 

 
• That is where the foundation comes in – we want to help bridge 

that gap because we believe homeownership is a building block 
for creating successful lives and for creating successful 
communities 

 
• So, I guess your wondering how trees fit into all of this? 
 
• The foundation recognizes that 80% of the US population lives in 

urban areas and that 25% of our national forests are made up 
from our street and park trees, as well as trees in our own 
backyard.   

 
• We also recognize that the building of homes has an impact on the 

environment and that “that” environment in turn has an impact on 
the individuals in the home and the community surrounding it 

 
• And, we want to help minimize that impact 
 
• As with housing, we believe trees are an essential component to 

creating successful communities.  
 
• That is why THDF is proud to partner with ACT and sponsor the 

NeighborWoods program 
 
• Like THDF, ACT member organizations incorporate best practices 

of affordablility, efficiency and health into their work and always 
with a focus on people and service 

 
• Like THDF, ACT member organizations succeed through planning, 

experience and expertise  
 
• And in partnership, THDF and ACT member organizations ARE 

building healthy communities. 
 
• The numbers from the past year are truly phenomenal and not 

only prove this, but demonstrate the outstanding ability of the ACT 
members: 



 
• Planted 8,887 trees (two-inch caliper & larger) and maintained 8,002 additional trees.  

• Engaged 11,136 volunteers for 32,440 contributed hours. 

• Capture of 5.91 million gallons of stormwater runoff.  

• Disposal of over 845 tons of air pollutants.  

• Savings of $110,843 in energy costs.  

• Property value increases of approximately $18.6 million in underserved communities 

 
• These numbers are great, but we can’t stop there.  I think 

everyone will agree with me that there is an opportunity to do more 
and that we have to keep the momentum going. 

 
• In my work with the Foundation, I travel around the country a good 

bit and in talking to other funders, nonprofits and community 
leaders everywhere, the “green” movement is taking hold and 
about to explode! 

 
• People are thinking much more about “green” issues – energy 

conservation, global warming and sprawl, – not because it is good 
for the global environment, but because these issues are starting 
to impact them directly 

 
• More and more nonprofit developers are integrating “green 

technologies” into affordable housing to control utility costs and 
improve indoor air quality  

 
• Cities, counties and states across the country are starting to 

mandate the use of green systems into their public buildings and it 
is becoming part of their code requirements – three great 
examples are Chicago, Boston and Pittsburgh 

 
• And, developers and local governments are starting to see how 

trees can help control costs through reduced utility bills and 
stormwater management systems, 

 
• This is evidence by the article in the front page article in Monday’s 

Washington Post regarding lower energy costs and trees, that also 
mentions several of our ACT members 

 
• As you can see, we have made progress – and we should 

celebrate these successes. 



 
• But, we still have more to do. 

 
• At the foundation, we are working to create strategic 

partnerships to help promote urban forestry and make it a part 
of the up-front planning process for cities around the country   

 
• Last year we announced to you the creation of the Awards of 

Excellence for Community Trees  
 

• The awards were designed to recognize, showcase and 
celebrate the success and benefits of public/private 
partnerships in developing healthy communities through tree 
plantings 

 
• I am proud to say that the awards were very successful and 

that two of ACT’s member organizations were recipients of 
these awards, Parks & People, Baltimore and Friends of Trees, 
Portland 

 
• The awards which are held in partnership with the US 

Conference of Mayors are already gaining momentum 
 

• As part of our partnership, the Conference has established a 
community trees task force made up of mayor’s from across the 
country that at their first and only meeting to date adopted a 
100% participation goal for the conference over the next 3 
years in the Tree City USA program.   

 
• In the past 6 months we have had the opportunity to make 4 

presentations to various committees of the Conference and I 
can assure you that the interest is high. 

 
• In fact, the mayors are very competitive and try to top each 

other regarding what their cities are doing to plant and preserve 
trees! 

 
• We are constantly working to establish conversations and 

partnerships between the nonprofit affordable housing, health 
and recreation arenas and you the urban forest professionals  



 
• Using our affordable housing national partners, we were able to 

incorporate ACT’s NeighborWoods initiative into a training 
institute for NeighborWorks American this December in New 
Orleans 

 
• And, we will be using NADF’s Building With Trees program to 

reach hundreds of nonprofit affordable housing developers 
across the country in 3 regional workshops in 2007 

 
• And just two weeks ago, we began working with another ACT 

member group, Tree Trust, on a pilot project that will invest 
$500,000 in a community re-development plan with trees and 
green space as a primary re-development tool for an extremely 
underserved area in North Minneapolis 

 
• There are many exciting initiatives on the horizon for urban 

forestry and I feel privilege to be able to participate 
 

• Our success in making urban forestry a main stream 
conversation will come when others besides ourselves are 
saying that trees are important 

 
• It’s about creating the right partnerships to make this happen  

 
• We cannot do it alone 

 
• With NeighborWoods, we have an unique opportunity to raise 

the public’s awareness of urban forestry and make it part of the 
solution for so many problems facing our cities today 

 
• Alice has been working hard over the past few months with 

Idea Engineering to develop exciting marketing materials for 
you to use to help create a consistent message, easily 
understandable message 

 
• I hope that you will take advantage of the materials offered, as 

well as to participate in the marketing breakout session that will 
explain how you can leverage these tools for maximum 
exposure in your own community 



 
•  So, I hope you share my enthusiasm about the prospects for 

urban forestry in the next year.  Not only are there many 
exciting projects going on, but the public, elected officials and 
developers are ready to hear our message about the power of 
trees and the benefits they bring.  It is our responsibility, to 
integrate a discussion of community trees into conversations 
about sprawl, housing, crime, education and the environment 

 
• And, to make the most of this opportunity by working together, 

speaking with one voice and creating partnerships that will help 
us achieve our ultimate goal of healthier communities across 
the country 

 
• On behalf of the THDF, thank you for your continued dedication 

and the hardwork you are doing on a daily basis to increase the 
scope and impact of NeighborWoods and for the issue of 
community trees.  Use all the resources available to you to 
keep the momentum going. 

 
• I’m now going to turn the program over to Alice Ewen Walker to 

recognize the this year’s recipients of the National 
Neighborwoods Grant Program  

 


