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Plan	Smart,	Rethinking	Green	–	A	Brief	Overview
This easy-to-use Tool Kit is designed to help local leaders rethink the importance 
of trees and how to maximize tree benefits to make your community better.

Each Section is organized in a way that easily directs you to information, resources, and funding op-
portunities that can meet your community’s unique needs. 

 • What You Need to Know
 • Making Communities Better – New Mexico case studies
 • What You Can Do
 • Where You Can Get Help

Smart Card – An evaluation tool to assess your community’s green planning decisions and identify 
how you can “make your community better”.

Sections
“Trees and People Survey” – More than 430 citizens, professionals, community leaders and business 
owners from more than 70 communities provided valuable information.  “Decision makers and city 
mayors need to buy-in if anything is to happen with these efforts” – Anonymous response

Maximizing Green Resources – Did you know that trees in your community can bring benefits that 
lead to healthier citizens and increased funding opportunities? 
 • Water: Cleaner, healthier, and conservation opportunity
 • Air: Cleaner and healthier
 • Citizens: Healthier, happier, and increased involvement
 • Community: Decreased energy use and cost, Improved economic development

Water – Strategic use of trees can balance your community’s water budget. 
 • Techniques and resources to reduce water use and maximize use of stormwater
 • Funding resources. 

Wildfire – Proper planning can help make your community safe in the face of wildfire.
 • Tools and resources to promote safety for people and their property, improving community   
  health and creating jobs

Community Forestry Programs – How to build a program that fits the unique needs of your  
community, large or small.
 • Proper planning results in: increased funding; citizen involvement; improved green industry,   
  business, and community health.

Fact	Sheets – Easy to use resource information for increasing community awareness.



�

It’s a new day, requiring new ideas and new ways of delivering a “quality of life” with today’s challeng-
es and economic realities. New Mexico has the opportunity to “engineer” better solutions, community 
engagement, and cost-effective strategies by recognizing the value of the trees where we live. The pur-
pose of this project is to examine critical challenges, consequences, and benefits of community forests 
– and deliver resources and opportunities to the communities of New Mexico. 

Nationwide, urban and community 
forests deliver important benefits 
to 225 million American taxpayers 
living in cities and towns. In New 
Mexico, our community forests, “the 
trees where we live”, are facing sig-
nificant threats from:
 • Catastrophic fires,
 • Extreme drought conditions,
 • Limited planning support, and
 • Limited tree management    
   funding

introduction

Arbor Day in Las Vegas, New Mexico
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Many	voices:	the	people	have	spoken
In December, 2008, more than 430 people from more than 70 communities throughout New Mexico 
participated in a statewide survey to voice their opinions, the “Trees and People” survey.”  They repre-
sent every walk of life from ordinary citizen to business people, and elected leaders. They wrote pas-
sionately about the importance of New Mexico’s community trees, proper forest management, and 
our water resources:

72% indicated that water conservation was a “very important priority” to their community and region

“community forests provide a place for education and learning, they lessen the heat island effect, they provide a 
community with a sense of place.”

“while these challenges are very important in our community, I don’t believe our community leaders recognize this. 
Our leadership is not very educated regarding the value and worth of trees and other landscaping.”

“Increase awareness (of the impact of community trees) with elected officials and department managers”.

“Begin by strengthening community awareness and then developing public policy.”

“Communities and agencies need more funding for watershed rehabilitation which includes both management of 
the existing trees, more thinning projects coupled with increased value-added activities and businesses for econom-
ic development and forest health.”

The “Trees and People” Survey showed that in the mainstream, people care about the land, enjoy trees, 
and expect clean air.  They are looking for community leaders to rethink how we build better 
communities through increased awareness, appropriate decisions and policies.  
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tough	challenges,	BIG	payoff
Soccer moms, boy-scout dads, and everyday voters alike define their quality of life where they live by 
how it “looks and feels”. Can I raise my family here? Is the neighborhood safe? What are the benefits? Is 
the environment where I live, work and play – all that it can be? 

The reality is that communities have to juggle priorities – skyrocketing costs of growth, environmental 
and economic threats, and increasingly scarce natural resources. Trees can transform a city space -- a 
community forest can do wonders for a bulging infrastructure budget. Strategic forest thinning thin-
ning can prevent more catastrophic wildfires.  Building better communities is a combination of: 
 • Money, Funding, and Budgets. When thinking about increasing trees, managing forests, and  
  developing programs – funding is a huge issue. Not only do trees deliver real dollar value but   
  adopting new community forestry strategies can make your community eligible for more funding.
 • Location-Specific Solutions. Every community is different – large or small, rural or urban 

– and a “one size fits all” program or prescription simply isn’t feasible.  There are a wide variety 
of strategies, solutions, and resources that can be tailored to municipalities of any size. 

 • Increased Awareness. Maximizing Green Infrastructure benefits depends on increased aware-
ness about the wide variety of tree benefits from decreased energy costs to storm water man-
agement and protecting water quality. These benefits provide a dollar value for every commu-
nity and a bottom-line taxpayer benefit.

 • Community Engagement. Making smart decisions about trees and forests and rethinking 
“business as usual” ideas begin with engaging a cross-section of stakeholders to ensure that 
managing trees becomes a priority. The strategies and programs recommended in this tool kit 
focus on leveraging the broadest cross section of citizens, encouraging public/private partner-
ships, and listening to more voices. Developing more “livable communities” doesn’t just happen.  
Actively engaging more stakeholders makes the achievement of community goals more likely.

Bottom-line	Value	–	Trees,	People,	and	Livable	Communities
New Mexico communities are rich with culture and history.  Our unique spirit and ingenuity is alive 
and well in rural and urban areas. All of our neighborhoods and communities, from the Forest, Plains, 
and Bosque to downtown districts can benefit from planning that includes trees and Green Infrastruc-
ture. This tool kit is designed to help you rethink the importance of trees and how to give people a 
“livable community”.  
 • Rethink the same rhetoric and consider new concepts and new strategies. 
 • Rethink business as usual and make trees an important planning element. 
 • Rethink old ideas about wildfires and develop forestry programs that improve community safety. 
 • Rethink the idea that trees and forests are an expense or liability and see them as an invest-

ment that brings immense benefit and new funding dollars.
Explore the many ways to deliver measurable benefits to New Mexico communities everywhere.  En-
gage stakeholders, tree professionals, and ordinary soccer moms to support your commitment to liv-
able communities.

Rethink	Green!
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PLAN	SMART,	RETHINKING	GREEN

SMARTCARD
“…AN EASY-TO-USE TOOL FOR MAKING QUALITY DECISIONS IN COMMUNITY PLANNING,  

BUDGETING, AND COLLABORATION” 

About	the	SmartCard:		Plan	Smart,	Rethinking	Green

The SmartCard should be viewed as a practical snapshot for measuring and assessing a communi-
ty’s “green planning” decisions and how they align with their best long-term interests. It is designed 
to help local leaders and citizen groups evaluate whether you have the right tools, resources and 
policies to maximize the full benefits of community forests, trees, and open spaces. Ultimately, the 
Smart Card helps to assess, -- “where you are now, and where do you want to be in the future”

Ideally, the SmartCard should be used to gather and organize information on what policies, prac-
tices, and strategies are working or require improvement. More importantly, it is designed to:
• Encourage broad discussion of how, placing a high priority on “green” can benefit your community
• Stimulate communities to take a closer look, revise practices, or enhance existing programs
• Take action to protect natural resources, enhance safety measures, educate citizens and stake-

holders
• Identify policy, zoning, and planning processes required for Rethinking Green

Every Community is Unique
The versatility of this tool is intended to allow cities, towns, and villages to tailor strategies that 
can best meet your goals. In no way should the SmartCard be used to compare one community to 
another. You can decide where to set your priorities, establish specific goals, and what resources are 
needed. 

Directions:	How	To
The SmartCard has four sections and some questions may require information from municipal de-
partments, civic organizations, or citizen groups.  Many of the questions can be answered based on 
your direct experience.  The questions are designed to help you think about green infrastructure in 
a broader context – where does it fit within your community and its vision.  Ultimately, completing 
the SmartCard is an important exercise together with the Leadership Tool Kit to help map out long-
term planning, maximize the benefits from your “green resources”, and improve public awareness. 

Note: The right-hand column of the SmartCard is a resources section that we will complete for you and provide  
access to tools and additional assistance that can help you meet your goals.

Return your completed SmartCard to: Lance Davisson at lance.davisson@state.nm.us
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NEW	MEXICO’S: PLAN	SMART,	RETHINKING	GREEN

SMARTCARD
“Making Quality Decisions for Your Community”

COMPLETED BY _____________________________________________________________________________ DATE _____________________ 

Check all current programs in your community       Here’s	How	We	Can 
q Member of New Mexico MainStreet Program      Help	You:	Resources
q Chamber of Commerce
q Parks Board or Tree Board or Advisory Council
q Air quality and H2O Quality assessment/Federal Funding or EPA
q Member of Livable Communities Initiatives or similar neighborhood  
   improvement groups
q Member of Smart Growth Council or similar program
q Tree City USA designation
q Keep New Mexico Beautiful affiliate
q Historical Society
q Climate change initiatives (Has your mayor signed the Climate  
Protection Agreement?)
Other existing programs: ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Check all departments involved with tree care, planting, removal decisions in your community
q Parks and Recreation q Utilities
q Openspace/land management q Public Works
q Streets q Water Authority or irrigation district
q Beautification Committee q Planning / Zoning
q Environment
Other, please specify ________________________________________________________

Tree Care & Management
Which department is directly responsible for tree care?  Provide information 
on jurisdiction (public or private or both), budgeting, contract or in-house. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

What tree care and green infrastructure practices are part of your overall planning?
q Tree ordinance or related zoning
q Tree management budget
q Storm water management plan
q Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)
q Public tree inventory or GIS tree canopy study
q Comprehensive and regularly scheduled tree management plan for street and  
   public trees
q Trees are priority for all community planning decisions
q Community stakeholders and elected leaders engaged for ongoing support
q Municipality has city arborist or forester

What are your community’s greatest ASSETS? Citizen Action, Chamber of  
Commerce, Tourist attraction(s), Ingenuity / Creativity (citizen and/or local  
government), nearby Highway (potential to attract tourists), etc.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________  

PLANNING
Provides	a	snapshot	of	programs	that	impact	current	“green”	issues

ISSUES	&	PRIORITIES
Build	community	support	for	green	infrastucture	and	community	forests	based	on	recognizing	
the	value	of	community	forest	and	making	them	a	priortiy	in	overall	municipal	planning.
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Check the GREATEST ISSUES / CHALLENGES that face your community    Here’s	How	We	Can	
q Water (conservation, quality, etc.)  q Wildfire     Help	You:	Resources
q Planning / Growth  q Budgeting
q Economic Development  q Air Quality
q Citizen Involvement  q Tree Care and Management

   
What Strategies (Outreach & Education, Celebrations/Events) or Programs     
(Keep NM Beautiful grants or programs, NM Forest ReLeaf, other local, state,  
or federal grant programs) have you used in the past to “make your  
community better”?

				Strategy/Program	 Successful/Unsuccessful	 Why/How	it’s	working?

  
  
  
  
  

What other Strategies or Programs could be useful in your community?  
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________  

q Does your municipality actively make planning a priority by building  
   coalitions with community stakeholders and engaging the public?
q To what extent was the public involved in developing the forestry plan,  
   a CWPP, or other green goals or initiatives?
q Are citizens active in community planning, development and resource  
   protection through other organizations?  

List any municipal staff or stakeholders you would like to be contacted.

		Name	 address	 Email	address	 	 	 Phone	number
   
   
   

STRATEGIES
Build	public	“buy-in”,	maximize	limited	public	resources,	and	encourage		

broad	collaborative	support.

Feedback/additional	information
What	other	information	or	resources	would	be	useful	in	your	planning	

and	decision	making?

COMMUNITY	ENGAGEMENT	&	COLLABORATION
Measure	level	of	community	awareness,	assess	readiness	by	cross	section	of	community	

partners,	identify	opportunities	to	keep	constituencies	informed	and	engaged.
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Are you interested in what your citizens and fellow community leaders want? To learn what many 
New Mexicans expect from their community leaders and trees, read on!

In the first phase of this project, the Community Forest Planning Group used a survey tool to ask 
“What are the needs of New Mexico communities’?”  This tool kit was developed using the results of 
the “Trees and People” survey. 

What	You	Need	to	Know

The “Trees and People” Survey was conducted  
on-line between November 14 - December 5, 2008.  
Survey topics included:

 • Community role of respondent
 • Valuing New Mexico’s natural resources
  • Rank the benefits of your community  
   forest
 • Assessing Community Needs & Challenges

• Identify the importance of issues in your 
community

• Identify the greatest challenges facing 
your community forest

• What programs currently exist in your 
community?

• How can we make community forests a 
priority in planning?

• What programs would you like to see in 
your community?

 • Communicating the Value of trees and  
  natural resources

• What resources do you prefer to commu-
nicate the value of community forests?

The Response Was a Huge Success  -- New Mexico’s 
citizens and community leaders are interested in 
how community forests can make their lives better!

More than 430 responses from more than 70 communities across the state 
Respondents included citizens; Local, State, Federal Government employees; community leaders and 
elected officials; business owners; Community Planners; the media; real estate; master gardeners.
 

Listening	to	our	Communities’	Needs

The	“Trees	and	People”	Survey
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Four	central	themes	emerged	from	the	survey

Water 
Water was identified as the most important community issue and challenge.  Responses were related 
to water quality and quantity, drought, stormwater runoff, and xeriscaping practices.  Respondents 
also raised questions about community awareness of water-related impacts.

Wildfire 
Wildfire hazard was an important issue in many communities within the forest, Bosque, and plains.  
Issues included proper forest thinning, funding challenges, and other mechanisms pertaining to com-
munity forest health in the wildland-urban interface.

Public Education and Awareness 
An overwhelming number of responses indicated that a highly effective way to positively impact com-
munity forests is through public outreach and education.

Benefits that Trees Provide
Respondents overwhelmingly agreed that trees provide immense benefits to their community, from 
shade to energy conservation to beautification, all these benefits enhance a citizen’s quality of life.

“Decision makers and city mayors need to buy-in if 
anything is to happen with these efforts”

Anonymous survey response 

Here’s	What	You	Can	Do

If you are interested in viewing responses from your community, please contact:
Lance Davisson, State Urban and Community Forestry Program Manager
505-476-3332 or lance.davisson@state.nm.us 
 
Survey responses will remain anonymous.
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What if you had a natural resource that saves millions in taxpayer infrastructure, improves quality of 
life, attracts tourists, and produces one pure breath after another? Trees and community forests are 
hard-working resources in cities, and rural communities alike, 24 hours a day. So what can you do to 
capitalize on this important resource?

Every municipality and local government is faced with competing demands to fund critical services 
and assets. Trees represent a largely untapped resource.  They reduce the costs of storm water man-
agement, improve air and water quality, save energy, and mitigate heat-island impacts. Think of trees 
as an opportunity for improved livability and cost savings in virtually every sector of your community.

are	you	maximizing	new	mexico’s	

greenresources?

Public spaces are 
made more inviting 
by shade trees.  

Photo by Dan Jones, 
Campus Architect, 
New Mexico Tech

“Our community of Socorro, New Mexico is an 
																								oasis in the Chihuahuan desert because 
                     our forefathers had the 							visionto plant trees.”

Terry Tadano, Director of Socorro County Chamber of Commerce
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In New Mexico communities large and small, leaders and citizens are focused on creating livable com-
munities. Dollar for dollar street trees, park trees, highway interchange tree areas, and the trees next 
door deliver measurable infrastructure value. For the municipal, civic, and local decision maker, here 
are the facts about trees near you:

storm	water	management	
• A recent study in the City of Albuquerque documents 5.5% tree cover across the city, providing 

$121.5 million dollars in storm water control.

water	benefits	
“The planting of trees means improved water quality, resulting in 
less runoff and erosion. This allows more recharging of the ground 
water supply. Green spaces with trees help prevent the transport of 
sediment and chemicals into streams.”—USDA Forest Service
• Funding opportunities exist through the EPA for stormwater 
control and clean water projects.

cleaner	air		
“There are about 60 to 200 million spaces along our city streets 
where trees could be planted. This translates to the potential to 
absorb 33 million more tons of carbon dioxide every year, and 
save $4 billion in energy costs.”—National Wildlife Federation   
• Trees act as “carbon sinks,” absorbing carbon dioxide and 

releasing oxygen back into the air.  An average-sized tree can 
absorb 141 pounds of carbon dioxide per year. 

• Albuquerque research study shows that trees hold 285,434 
tons of carbon dioxide and another 2,222 tons sequestered 
annually.  It also shows that trees remove 449,377 pounds of 
pollutants annually. 

• Air Quality - Communities throughout the country are incor-
porating trees into their US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) mandated “State Implementation Plans” to show benefits to air quality. 

termstoknow
Urban and Community  
Forest

The urban (or community) forest 
includes any and all trees,  
vegetation, and associated  
natural resources within and 
around the inhabited area of a 
community. Urban trees include 
park trees, street trees,  
neighborhood trees, and any 
trees within the wildland-urban 
interface between communities 
and adjacent forest or  
rangelands.  Simply stated,  
“The trees and vegetation  
where you live”.
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No Shade (137 degrees Fahrenheit)           vs       Tree Shaded (92 degrees Fahrenheit)
River Rock Mulch Surfaces • Measured at 10:40 AM in June • Las Cruces, NM • Photographs courtesy of Joshua Rosenblatt, 

City of Las Cruces

National Tree Benefits Calculator
This on-line tree benefit calculator allows anyone to see the dollar value of an individual tree.  By sim-
ply providing your zip code, tree size, and species you can see the total or annual value in actual dollars 
or amount of pollution controlled.  This tool is based on local research by the USDA Forest Service and 
should be considered a starting point for understanding trees’ values in the community.  A Certified Ar-
borist can provide additional and more precise information.
  
To learn more, go to: http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator

reducing	heat	island	effects	
Helps to cool cities by reducing heat sinks. Heat sinks are 6 to 19 degrees Fahrenheit warmer than 
their surroundings (Global Releaf-Georgia). A tree can be a natural air conditioner. 
• Trees shade buildings and cool the surrounding air.  These cooling effects reduce the need for air 

conditioning, which is usually generated by fossil fuels. The trees in the City of Boulder, Colorado 
prevent about 43,000 tons of carbon from entering the atmosphere each year, just by shading 
buildings and reducing the need for air conditioning. 
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Maximizing	the	value	of	Trees	across	New	Mexico	
 
New Mexico communities are faced with critical issues that require planning and budgetary decision 
making to insure the resources necessary for the trees around us. Citizens, tree-care professionals, 
and Non-Governmental Organizations throughout the state are leading the way to plant, protect, and 
maintain trees in their community. 

Tree	New	Mexico			

Mobilizing thousands of volunteers each year, Tree New 
Mexico (TNM) has already planted one million trees 
across the state and is now planning for a million more. 
Working on a shoe-string budget and a funding partner-
ship with New Mexico State Forestry Division, TNM has 
addressed pressing community issues including: 
• Bosque Restoration – TNM has addressed the critical 

shortage of native riparian middle story plant materials.  These plants are needed to combat the 
resurgence of non-native invasive plants.

• Building Neighborhood Tree Canopies – TNM is working in neighborhoods, cities, and towns 
through Community Tree Initiative partnerships to establish tree enhancement programs with the 
goal of increasing urban tree canopy.

• Community Training delivering a comprehensive array of tree planting and maintenance programs 
across the state, including: 

 • Tree Path Program for Fifth Grade students 
 • Targeted trainings for specific volunteers, citizen groups, and agencies  
 • Restoration of riparian areas through partnerships with agencies, communities, Native Ameri  

 can Pueblos, The Navajo Nation, and Apache Tribes in New Mexico.

To learn more, visit www.treenm.com. 

AlbuquerqueGreen					

The AlbuquerqueGreen sustainability focus is a day-to-day rec-
ognition that economy, society, and environment are intercon-
nected.  Albuquerque’s healthy future depends on making wise 
and innovative choices, and urban forestry is a key element of 
this city-wide priority.
• Bio-diverse Landscape - As Albuquerque strives to reduce 

water use and convert to a natural landscape, many parks 
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will be improved while conserving valuable resources and reducing maintenance needs.  The Parks 
Department has reduced overall water use by 16% while adding over 170 irrigated acres to the parks 
system.

• Planning and Tree Studies - Development of the City Urban Forest Master Plan, Tree Protection and 
Technical Manual, and a complete park and median tree inventory of over 22,000 trees. These stud-
ies led to the USDA Forest Service establishing Albuquerque as a “reference city”.  The city forester 
has recently obtained funding and resources for satellite imagery and a CITYgreen analysis of the 
urban forest. 

• Habitat Restoration - The Open Space Division (OSD) has restored native habitat and reduced 
forest fire fuel loads on over 2,700 acres of the Bosque. OSD reports that 2,000 acres of fuel load 
reduction was completed from 2003 – 2005; and an average of 150 acres have been treated annually 
from 2005 to 2008, reducing the chance of catastrophic fire while adding to the health and growth 
of the cottonwood forest along the Rio Grande.

To learn more, visit www.abqtrees.com.

Keep	New	Mexico	Beautiful		

For more than 40 years, Keep New Mexico Beauti-
ful (KNMB) has been a volunteer-focused community 
champion for sustainable beautification projects 
statewide.   

Each year KNMB awards grants to schools, munici-
palities, chambers of commerce, organizations, and 
government agencies. 

In the 2007 – 2008 fiscal year, KNMB awarded a total of 48 grants to 35 organizations ranging from 
schools (elementary, middle, high and charter), communities, non-profit organizations, Keep America 
Beautiful affiliates and government entities.  Twenty-seven of the grants awarded were for tree plant-
ing or xeriscaping/native plant landscaping projects and resulted in more than 620 plantings (trees, 
native shrubs, grasses or flowers.) Grant categories that provide funding for tree planting activities 
include: 
• Arbor Day
• Education
• Native Planting and Landscaping
• Keep New Mexico Beautiful (the month of April)

The KNMB grants program is supported by New Mexico Clean & Beautiful, a program of the New 
Mexico Tourism Department.  To learn more, visit www.knmb.org.
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Silver	City’s	Big	Ditch	Park	

“Recognizing	the	Benefits	of	our	Trees”	
(submitted by Carrie Tomlinson, citizen & volunteer)
 
On July 21, 1895 a torrent of water estimated to be 12 ft. tall and 300 ft. wide 
wiped out Silver City’s Main Street, leaving a fifty-five foot deep “ditch” that is 
still there today!

Before the silver boom of the 1860’s the geographic area in and around Silver 
City was known as La Cienega de San Vicente (St. Vincent’s Marsh). As the town of Silver City grew, 
trees were removed and ponds were drained from the downtown area to create the heart of the com-
munity. This permanently changed the nature of the watershed and removed the natural buffers and 
stabilization that the trees and vegetation had provided. 

Grass-roots community efforts revitalize the Big Ditch Park area
Since the catastrophic flood event, the community has relocated Main Street and created the “Big 
Ditch Park” which is now stabilized by fast growing cottonwoods and other native vegetation creat-
ing a linear oasis, central to the downtown area. The community is now aware of the immense value 

of having healthy watersheds and tree-lined natural 
areas near the core of their community. This under-
standing has resonated and inspired the commu-
nity to re-establish a healthy watershed beyond the 
downtown area. 

In recent history the watershed area surrounding 
the downtown core has been the scene of dumping, 
vandalism, and an increased number of non-native 
trees and herbaceous plants. All have affected the 
watershed’s capacity to absorb water and the qual-
ity and extent of the former wetlands.  Community 
leaders, organizations, schools, and local government 
agencies in Silver City have started a green infrastruc-
ture project to clean up this area and re-establish the 
natural vegetation, wetland, and stream characteris-
tics. They are also incorporating several components 

which will incorporate community involvement within the heart of their community forest:
• An Outdoor Classroom
• An Educational Trail connecting adjacent neighborhoods to downtown
• An Entire Curriculum developed in the local schools focusing on the importance of healthy green 
 natural spaces within Silver City

Gila	Conservation	
Education	Center

Silver City’s Big Ditch Park
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As municipal and local decision makers, you play an important role in protecting, maintaining, and 
planning your community forests by finding the right solutions and management tools. Trees impact 
almost every level of civic infrastructure and can be used to deliver important value similar to other 
infrastructure like roads, technology, or healthcare. 

The first step toward understanding the “gaps” in maximizing 
trees as a resource is knowing what they can do for you, such as:
• Cleaning and conserving water
• Making public spaces more family friendly
• Protecting and restoring urban watersheds
• Measuring and showcasing the values that your trees  
 provide for air and water quality.
• Making pedestrians safer
• Providing a positive impact to the local economy

Bottom-line, here’s what you can do to maximize the positive im-
pacts trees provide to your community:
• Fund maintenance and assessment programs, tree plantings, 

park areas, wildfire treatments and programs, and manage existing forested areas.  There are many 
resources available to augment municipal funding and make this program an asset, rather than a li-
ability.

• Train and educate municipal staff, invested stakeholders, municipal leaders about the importance 
of trees for community infrastructure.

• Direct planned smart growth to include trees and the community forests as a priority for livable communities.
• Advocate for trees and community forests through public policy, ordinances, and ongoing support.
 
Decisions at the municipal level set the stage for addressing systemic issues where trees and com-
munity forests have to be considered at the policy, regulatory, and budgetary level.  As a municipal 
leader, it’s important for you to identify the central needs within your community and recognize how 
trees can help to address them.  Communities throughout our state have a diversity of challenges and 
needs, such as: water conservation and quality, economic development and employment, wildfire, 
education and healthcare.  Effective planning and management of your community forest can have a 
positive impact on all of these! 

A community-wide commitment to trees and community forests has robust potential to offset tax-
payer dollars. Increasing your commitment to trees can pay big dividends in better planning, fostering 
public/private partnerships, and measuring the effectiveness of community programs.  As with any 
capital asset, if you maintain your tree infrastructure, it will pay improved dividends over time.
 
In today’s society and economy, competition is fierce and resources are limited.  By building partner-
ships and leveraging opportunities, you can lead your community through challenging economic 
times and prepare them to be sustainable now and into the future.
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Technical	Assistance

Do	you	want	to	know	how	to	maximize	the	benefits	of	trees	in	your	community?
The Mission of New Mexico’s Urban and Community Forestry Program is to “empower communities to 
develop and sustain healthy urban forests for the benefit of current and future citizens of the state and 
the environment”.  For assistance locating tools and resources for your community,  
go to www.nmforestry.com.
• Find out how trees can be used to help meet your community’s goals for: health and sustainability,  economic  
development, improved air and water quality, etc.

Are	you	interested	in	learning	the	exact	benefits	existing	trees	are	providing	
your	community?
The USDA Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program, in collaboration with many partners, has developed 
the i-Tree Suite of tools that can be used to quantify tree benefits in terms that speak to community leaders, citizens, 
environmental organizations, etc.  This is a free software tool that can be used to inventory, evaluate, and quantify the 
value of your community forest.  
For more information, go to www.itreetools.org/ 

Resources

USDA	Forest	Service	links	for	trees	as	environmental	tools
www.fs.fed.us/ne/syracuse/index.html 
Provides useful information and resources for Urban Forests, Environmental Quality, and Human Health

www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/cufr/
Pacific Southwest Research Station Center for Urban Forest Research

EPA	incorporating	air	quality	and	water	quality	in	community	plans
www.treescleanair.org
This site breaks up possibilities by audience focusing on how to incorporate trees into State Implementation Plans.  
Information includes: case studies, fact sheets, presentations, and guidance for policy change.

EPA	Green	Infrastructure	funding	opportunities	through	water	quality
cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=298
Provides EPA recommendations for controlling storm water pollutants that are cost-effective, sustainable, and environ-
mentally friendly.   Extensive lists of case studies, research, specifications, and lists of professional association partners 
and companies are provided.
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Heat	Island	references	&	resources
www.epa.gov/heatisland/ 
Communities can take a number of common-sense measures to reduce the effects of heat islands. This website provides 
information on the heat island effect, its impacts, and strategies that communities can take to reduce urban tempera-
tures. Key EPA resources include a compendium of mitigation strategies, a community action database, and regularly 
scheduled webcasts.

Links	to	Kathleen	Wolf	research	about	society	benefits	from	trees
www.naturewithin.info/
Easy to read fact sheets and research on peoples’ behavior and opinion of trees in our communities.  

Links	to	CITYgreen
www.americanforests.org/productsandpubs/citygreen/ 
CITYgreen software conducts complex analyses of ecosystem services and creates easy-to-understand reports. The 
software calculates dollar benefits for the services provided by the trees and other green space in your specific area.  
CITYgreen is GIS (Geographic Information System) software that is an extension to the ESRI’s (Environmental Systems 
Research Institute) ArcGIS. 

Links	to	the	i-Tree	Suite	of	Tools
www.itreetools.org 
i-Tree is a state-of-the-art, peer-reviewed software suite from the USDA Forest Service that provides urban and commu-
nity forestry analysis and benefits assessment tools.
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Dollar for dollar trees are the real missing link to address New Mexico’s need to filter stormwater, 
improve groundwater recharge, and beautify every community.  In New Mexico, every town, city, and 
neighborhood that you represent is faced with challenges in maximizing water resources.  What are 
you willing to do to improve your water resources?  The answer is right in front of you.

What are the greatest challenges when it comes to water in your community?  By identifying your 
water issues, you can begin setting priorities and learn how to design and develop a community forest 
that meets your needs. You have an important opportunity as a leader in your community to support 
and train employees, direct growth, and develop policy that can improve your water budget!

• Does your community have challenges with managing stormwater?
• Are there challenges with water restrictions?
• Is surface and drinking water quality a concern for your citizens?
• Do you need to reduce municipal water use without sacrificing tree and landscaping quality?

Think of 
trees and 
vegetation 
as a tool that 
can help 
develop a 
healthy Green 
Infrastructure 
in your 
community. 

This section is a blueprint to understand water issues that affect the quality of life for your citizens.    
No single approach will fit the diverse communities in New Mexico, but this section provides informa-
tion and resources to help you get started.   
  

Water
Think	Essential	Resource	and	Biggest	Bang	for	Your	Budget!
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Trees	can	have	a	positive	impact	on	the	water	resources	in	
your	community
 
It is no secret that water is an important issue to communities throughout the state.  Over 72% of 
respondents to the “Trees and People” survey indicated water conservation is very important to their 
community.  Over 97% of the respondents indicated the community forest was important or very im-
portant to enhancing quality of life.  Having a vibrant, healthy community forest and a strong water 
conservation program depends on your municipal commitment to using strategies to deliver maxi-
mum Green Infrastructure. 

thefacts
• Trees help prevent city flooding by catching raindrops and offsetting runoff caused by build-

ings and parking lots
• An average mature tree intercepts 760 gallons of rainfall per year and can hold up to 80% 

of its weight in water.
• A tree requires 20-40% less irrigation water than an equivalent area of turf-grass in New 

Mexico
• Loss of tree cover in and around urban areas can result in increases in storm water runoff 

and decreased water quality resulting in increased taxpayer dollars to treat water.
• Many New Mexico communities use treated effluent water to irrigate golf courses, city 

parks, and other public spaces. 

Albuquerque’s Journal Center
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Documenting	New	Mexico’s	
Water	Challenges
Reservoir levels in New Mexico have seen sig-
nificant declines over the last 10 years. These 
reservoirs are essential to delivering water to 
our communities for drinking and landscape 
maintenance.  (from Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS))
• Between 1998 – 2008 reservoirs have been 

below average capacity for 7 years
• During those 7 years reservoirs have been 

below 50% of usable contents
• 3 out of those 7 years reservoirs have been 

below 25% of usable contents

Challenges	in	Supplemental	
Watering	of	Community	Trees
Increasingly, communities throughout New 
Mexico are facing water restrictions on an an-
nual basis, often resulting in a legal inability to 
irrigate trees in community forests.  Fortunate-
ly, New Mexico has a variety of native tree and 
shrub species that can survive and even thrive 
with limited supplemental irrigation.  Advances 
in irrigation technology in conjunction with 
alternative water supplies such as gray water 
or captured rainwater can result in little or no 
impact to municipal water supplies.  You can 
successfully grow a healthy community for-
est in our climate through creative design and 
planting strategies. 

termstoknow
Green Infrastructure 
(as defined by the US Environmental Protection Agency, EPA) 

‘An adaptable term describes an array of prod-
ucts, technologies, and practices that use natu-
ral systems – or engineered that mimic natural 
processes – to enhance overall environmental 
quality and provide utility services.  Techniques 
use soils and vegetation to infiltrate, evapotrans-
pirate, and/or recycle stormwater runoff. When 
used as components of a stormwater manage-
ment system, practices such as green roofs, 
porous pavement, rain gardens, and vegetated 
swales can produce a variety of environmental 
benefits. In addition to effectively retaining and 
infiltrating rainfall, these technologies can help 
filter air pollutants, reduce energy demands, miti-
gate urban heat islands, and sequester carbon 
while also providing communities with aesthetic 
and natural resource benefits.’

Graywater
Wastewater originating from a clothes washer, 
bathtub, shower, or sink that can be safely reused 
to irrigate a landscape

Effluent
The outflow of a sewer

Treated Effluent water
Water resulting from the treatment of sewage 
which can safely be reused to irrigate a landscape 
(treated municipal wastewater).  Must meet EPA 
water quality standards and is typically dis-
charged into local surface water.
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Maximizing	the	Use	of	Water	in	New	Mexico’s	Landscapes	

New	Mexico	State	University	and	New	Mexico	Communities	
Maximize	Use	of	Graywater	
  
Excerpt from “NMSU studies turning gray water into green landscapes” March 17, 2009 
with additional dialogue from Dr. John Harrington, New Mexico State University

A typical family of four uses as much as 100 gallons of water a day.  Fortu-
nately water can be recycled and used many times.  Two increasingly popu-
lar methods for recycling water that have been used for household or mu-
nicipal purposes are using graywater (also called greywater), systems and 
treated effluent water systems to provide irrigation water to landscapes 
and the community forest.  If 40% of the water used could be recycled, this 
typical family of four would generate enough water to supply the needs of 
ten to twenty trees in the landscape.

Like many other communities in New Mexico, the City of Las Vegas installed an effluent water system 
to supply irrigation water initially for a municipal golf course.  Recently the City, the Las Vegas Tree 
Board and local residents began work on using this effluent water to establish trees and other vegeta-
tion in a municipal park.  Prior attempts to establish trees in this park have either failed entirely or 
tree growth was unsatisfactory due, primarily, to the inability to irrigate these trees sufficiently in the 
first few years following planting.  

As populations of our municipalities increase, the demand for water will also increase.  Having the 
ability to use recycled water either through graywater systems or effluent systems will contribute to 
both a healthy urban landscape and reduce a community’s demand on domestic water sources.

City	of	Las	Cruces	Water	Conservation	
  
Lush & Lean: A Results-Driven Water Program
An initial city analysis in 2005 revealed that Las Cruces’ 
biggest consumer of water was summertime demand of 
single family residential landscapes operating inefficient 
planting and irrigation methods.  In response, the City 
launched the “Lush & Lean” water conservation program in 
April, 2005. From the beginning, this program has lever-
aged a “proactive approach” through long range sustain-
ability management initiatives. 
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The hallmark of “Lush & Lean” is a very popular and well attended workshop series which emphasizes 
creation of a water-wise oasis, inviting to humans and urban wildlife.  In two consecutive years 2,000 
trees were given away to Las Cruces residents at tree adoption events to support water conservation 
efforts. These events were a collaborative effort with the Bureau of Reclamation, the State Forestry Di-
vision, and Tree New Mexico.  These adoption events also focus on citizen awareness about the bene-
fits of increasing Las Cruces’ tree canopy and creating a more livable community.  The planting of trees 
is integral for both water and energy conservation for homeowner landscaping, reducing evaporative 
losses in the surrounding landscape and shading structures.

Through this focused initiative, Las Cruces continues to exceed expectations in water conservation.  
In the first year of the “Lush & Lean” program, a 3% decrease in the consumptive use of peak summer 
irrigation demands of June, July and August provided for the year’s goal of 1% per year reduction.  At 5 
years, the goal of 5% reduction of residential per capita water use was exceeded by attaining a reduc-
tion of nearly 10%!  

Lush	&	Lean	reduces	summertime	water	use.		
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Recognize	the	Value	that	Community	Forests	Provide	for	Your	
Water	Resource
The water issues in your community require leadership from municipal staff, citizens, and local busi-
nesses.  Trees can provide a valuable resource resulting in improved water budgets and quality of life 
for your citizens.  Keep this in mind as you work together to make your community water-wise:
• It can be done! - Many New Mexico communities have succeeded at reducing their water  
 consumption through effective planning, education, and implementation.  
• Use available resources – Resources are available that can help you develop planning tools,  
 implement landscape design techniques, and educate municipal staff and citizens.  Maximize  
 partnership opportunities to learn more and implement your programs.

Know	the	Water	Rules
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer Rainwater/Snowmelt Harvesting Policy “ . . . supports the 
wise and efficient use of the state’s water resources; and, therefore, encourages the harvesting, col-
lection and use of rainwater from residential and commercial roof surfaces for on-site landscape ir-
rigation and other on-site domestic uses. The collection of water harvested in this manner should not 
reduce the amount of runoff that would have occurred from the site in its natural, pre-development 
state. Harvested rainwater may not be appropriated for any other uses.”

Decrease	Water	Costs:	Rainwater	Harvesting
In the arid southwest rainfall is scarce and frequently erratic. Rainwater harvesting not only reduces 
dependence on ground water and the amount of money spent on wells, but it can reduce flooding and 
erosion as well.  Rainwater is the best source of water for plants because it is free of salts and other 
minerals that can be harmful to root growth. Rainwater harvesting can be incorporated into large-
scale landscapes, such as parks, schools, commercial sites, fire stations, and parking lots.

Use trees to create a healthy urban watershed that returns benefits far beyond the community invest-
ment.  Strive to create vibrant landscapes that, once established, will be sustained by a water use 
system where:
• Rainwater is the primary water source
• Graywater is the secondary water source 
• Well or municipal water is a supplemental source used only during times of need, such as drought

With this system you can create a beautiful landscape that produces more benefits than it consumes 
and is in balance with your on-site water budget. A landscape irrigated only with these water sources 
is sometimes called a xeriscape.  This term refers to landscaping and gardening in ways that reduce 
or eliminate the need for supplemental irrigation, not to be confused with “zeroscapes” of rocks that 
increase the heat island effect -- Brad Lancaster.
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Maximize	Benefits	from	Community	Trees	-	Create	an	Oasis
 
Envision a small fertile or green area in your community, serving as a refuge for families, events, and 
celebrations.  Landscapes that help manage limited water resources provide an opportunity for com-
munity involvement, and supplemental funding.  With careful planning and proper management of 
water resources smaller communities can develop and maintain their own community forests that add 
value exponentially.

Albuquerque’s Roosevelt Park 



��

Technical	Assistance	&	Funding	Opportunities
Connecting	communities	with	available	resources
The New Mexico State Urban and Community Forestry Program empowers communities to develop 
and maintain healthy community forests.  Through collaborative efforts, this program is seeking sup-
port and funding to develop Green Infrastructure in New Mexico communities. www.nmforestry.com

Programs	and	partnerships	that	can	help	you
New Mexico’s Water Conservation Program: From the Office of the State Engineer 
www.ose.state.nm.us/water-info/conservation/h2o-outreach.html

New Mexico’s Forest and Watershed Health Office
Connecting watersheds and communities throughout the state www.NMwatersheds.org 

New Mexico Environment Department
www.nmenv.state.nm.us

US EPA Green Infrastructure
cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/greeninfrastructure/information.cfm#greenpolicy

US EPA Funding opportunities 
cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/greeninfrastructure/fundingopportunities.cfm

Resources
“Green	Infrastructure”	stormwater	tools
• Green Values stormwater toolbox: greenvalues.cnt.org/calculator 
• Stormwater library: stormwaterlibrary.wordpress.com  
• Using Rainwater to Grow Livable Communities: www.werf.org/livablecommunities 

Rainwater	Harvesting	
Pursue options in street, commercial, and residential developments that maximize your water budget.  
There are a myriad of resources and information that can help you design landscapes to capture the 
sporadic rainwater that we receive throughout the year.  

This list of resources has concept and design information for rainwater harvesting systems:
• Rainwater Harvesting for Drylands and Beyond,  Volume 1 Guiding Principles to welcome Rain  

into Your Life and landscape,  Author:  Brad Lancaster,  Rainsource Press Tucson, Arizona (2006, 
2008),  www.HarvestingRainwater.com 

• Introduction to Permaculture, Author: Bill Mollison, Tagari Publications Tyalgum Australia 1991
• Permaculture A Designers’ Manual, Author: Bill Mollison, Tagari Publications Tyalgum Australia 1988
• Jim Brooks in Tijeras, New Mexico has years of experience designing permaculture systems 

throughout the state.  To learn more, visit www.soilutions.net. 
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Using	your	water	wisely
When dealing with water challenges in your community, it can be helpful to learn from communities 
throughout the country that have successfully faced similar challenges.  

A list of community websites showing various ways of dealing with water restriction through regulations:
• www.abcwua.org/content/view/236/436/  Albuquerque-Bernalillo County Authority
• www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/conservation/restrictions/swfwmd.html  Florida
• www.csu.org/environment/water_restrictions/index.html Colorado Springs, CO
• www.njdrought.org/ New Jersey

Tools	and	resources	for	maximizing	your	municipal	water
• City of Las Cruces site promoting “lush and lean” landscape for water conservation  
 www.las-cruces.org/utilities/water-conservation/lushnlean.shtm
• drought.unl.edu/   National Drought Mitigation Center  
• www.nmenv.state.nm.us/fod/LiquidWaste/graywater.html  New Mexico Graywater use information
• oasisdesign.net/greywater/law/index.htm  Oasis Design, Graywater Policy Center
 

“The	Right	Plant	in	the	Right	Place”	
By designing landscapes appropriately and selecting the right plants, your community can succeed in 
balancing your water budget!
• Principles and Practice of Planting Trees and Shrubs, by Gary W. Watson, E.B. Himelick 
• Native Trees and Shrubs Suitable for Landscaping in New Mexico Prepared by Jack L. Carter & Kathy    
 Whiteman New Mexico Native Plant Society
• Beyond the Ponderosa Successful Landscape Trees for Higher elevations in the SW –Flagstaff  
 Community Tree Board
• Natural by Design, by Judith Phillips
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How	will	you	prepare	and	protect	your	community?
New Mexico’s wildland urban interface (WUI) is defined “as the area where homes and wildland veg-
etation coincide”.  Many of these areas are susceptible to fire. Keeping a community safe from fire 
requires pro-active management such as forest thinning, defensible space around homes, grass reduc-
tion, and more.  A community’s ability to protect lives and property during a wildfire relies on making 
effective planning decisions before the fire occurs! So what can you do to be prepared? 

It takes strong communities to provide a thriving quality of life.  Your community’s ability to protect 
lives and homes is directly related to governmental and planning decisions.  Community decision mak-
ers are more likely to improve protection from wildfire when they consider: wildland urban interface 
issues, decisions about housing density, fire resources, building construction ordinances, and infra-
structure resources. 

Wildfireevery	community	is	at	risk	for	
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Wildfire	is	a	Normal	Occurrence	and	Impacts	Every		
Community	in	New	Mexico.
New Mexico has 532 communities that are assessed as “at-risk to catastrophic wildfire”, as identified in 
Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP). A community “at risk” has specific challenges, such as: 
• Managing the level of fire response to the complexity of the fire
• A lack of budget for firefighting resources
• A need to address strategies for fire suppression

Understanding	the	risk	and	implementing	appropriate		
strategies	for	wildfire	saves	lives!		
Although wildfire is a natural occurrence throughout many parts of the state, homes and businesses 
built within native vegetation are at risk of damage or loss.  Communities need to understand the role 
of fire in the vegetation around them and manage to reduce the impacts of fire.  Without active man-
agement of vegetation in and around the community, catastrophic fires are almost inevitable. 
The vegetation found in New Mexico is broadly lumped into grass, shrub, and trees. Professional guid-

ance in managing these types of vegetation is 
an essential step in maintaining safe communi-
ties within the wildland urban interface.  Proac-
tive management can minimize the impact a 
wildfire can have on the community you serve.  

Getting water to a fire is one of the biggest 
challenges in New Mexico. Outside the 103 
municipalities in the state, water availability is 
extremely limited.  It is not uncommon for a fire 
department to shuttle water to a fire from dis-
tances greater than 20-30 miles. Water tenders 
vary in size from 500 – 5,000 gallons and are 
vital in arid New Mexico.  On large fires, several 
State and Federal agencies can provide assis-
tance to local resources by ordering air resources 
(airplanes or helicopters) to drop water or re-
tardant on a fire: New Mexico State Forestry 
Division (State Forestry Division), USDA Forest 
Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, and 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

termstoknow
Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP)

• Planning Document that helps communities 
evaluate risk and plan for wildfires.

• Recognized by state and federal land  
management agencies as a required  
document to receive many grant and  
funding opportunities.  

• Your plan can include: ways to reduce  
structural ignitability, identified areas in need 
of fuels reduction, the need for building code 
ordinances, and ways to improve your fire 
department’s capacity.     
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Big	Fire,	—	Who	You	Gonna	Call?		
 
When a big fire overwhelms resources and a fire department’s ability to control the fire, where can you 
get help?  Most agencies have prearranged agreements with their neighboring fire departments to as-
sist when needed.  

When you have a large or quick spreading fire that is bigger than your and neighboring departments 
can handle, who do you call?   In addition to the local fire department, State Forestry, and several Fed-
eral agencies are responsible for fire protection across the state.  Each agency has fire crews, dispatch 
centers, access to national resources, and financial resources.  These agencies can order additional 
personnel, equipment, fire engines, helicopters, and air tankers.  

Wildfire impacts a New Mexico Community
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When speaking about wildfire in New Mexico communities, the issues are diverse.  Wildland urban 
interface occurs in forested, Bosque, and plains communities.  While individual challenges are unique, 
the underlying goal is the same: Provide a safe and desirable place for your citizens to live.  Through-
out New Mexico, many communities are leading the charge to address the threat of wildfires.  Is your 
community ready to seize the opportunity, develop a plan, and find funding implement your plan?

Forested	Communities
In many places New Mexico’s forests are overcrowded and unhealthy.  Over a century ago, fires burned 
frequently in the forests and grasslands.  Generally these fires kept vegetation and trees from becom-
ing abundant and overcrowded.  Recent history has brought European settlement and as a result more 
homes and increased fire suppression, limiting the natural role of wildfire on the landscape.  As our 
communities interface with the forest, we need to physically or mechanically thin the trees to reduce 
overcrowding and improve forest health.  To achieve this goal, we need to develop incentives and or-
dinances for landowners to create defensible space. A community program that pro-actively manages 
wildland vegetation creates many benefits for the community, including: jobs, forest industry, renew-
able energy, and creative use of forest products.  

Village	of	Ruidoso	Forestry	Program
“Proactively	Managing	the	WUI”
     
The Village of Ruidoso provides an excellent example of pro-ac-
tive forest management.  Prior to 1998, the Village had restric-
tions against cutting trees – restrictions that actually placed the 
village in greater danger from wildfire.  Several wildfires in the 
1990’s damaged homes and property and had a major impact on 
the Village’s approach to managing the trees in their community.

Building a Program
In 1998, Ruidoso began to formally address forest health and 
wildfire hazard reduction challenges by purchasing a “grapple” 
truck and offering a forest debris pick-up service. In 2000, the 
Village added a second “grapple” truck and a forester. The forester was charged with developing and 
implementing a Community Forest Management Plan that was used in developing its Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) in 2004. 

In 2000, existing ordinances restricting thinning efforts were relaxed and forestry assessments and 
on-site visits were offered. In 2002, Village Council enacted a suite of ordinances mandating fuels re-
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duction on all lands within the village and a fire hazard rating standard for new construction and site 
development. The objectives of the Village’s fire protection ordinances are:
• Ground fire management 
• Forest health 
• Natural landscape opportunities 
• Fuels Management Standards - Concepts from the Firewise Communities USA program and  
 research done on home ignition zones were combined to establish these standards.

A municipal Forestry Department was created in 2003 and two additional “grapple” trucks were pur-
chased as demand for services increased. The Village contracts with a local composting enterprise and 
recycles 100% of removed forest debris (upwards of 10,000 green tons/year).  In 2004 revisions of the 
2002 ordinances included protection of old and large trees, protection of root zones during site devel-
opment, and establishing guidelines for bark beetle habitat reduction. In 2003, the Village was recog-
nized with a Firewise Communities USA award and a National US Forest Service Rural Communities 
Assistance Spirit award. 

Public Awareness is Essential
The Forestry Department has a webpage at www.ruidoso-nm.gov, has conducted Firewise workshops, 
provides TV “house make-over” spots on a local channel, and offers a community tool wagon for volun-
teer projects. Village Emergency Management has established wildfire evacuation routes and a reverse 
911 telephone system, which can dial 500 numbers in 10 minutes delivering early warning messages for 
evacuation. 

Partnerships and Leveraging Funds
Through partnerships with Federal, State, and local agencies and entities, Ruidoso has completed 
treatment of over-stocked forest lands where businesses and residences are located:
• Using over 2.8 million dollars from a diversity of funding sources, more than 10,000 acres of public   
 land and 2,500 acres of private land have been treated.

Building the Workforce
Implementation of Ruidoso’s Community Forest Management Plan has promoted an increase in the 
number of forest contractors from three companies doing business in 2000 to more than thirty active 
companies in 2008. In addition, within the community more than sixty natural resources related jobs 
have been created. The overall effects of these efforts are: reduction of risk to wildfire; a greater aware-
ness and understanding of natural resource challenges; an increase in forest ecosystem health; and a 
boost to local economy and employment. 
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Bosque	Communities	
Our Bosque communities face 
a similar situation to forested 
communities.  Changes to 
Bosque river systems have 
resulted in a cottonwood for-
est that is highly susceptible to 
catastrophic wildfire.  Pro-active 
management includes removing 
invasive species (Russian olive, 
salt cedar, etc.), restoring na-
tive plant species, and creating 
defensible space around homes 
within the Bosque.  There are 
extensive resources available to 
support wildland fire treatment 
efforts within the WUI that can 
help your Bosque community to 
be safe and sustainable.

Plains	Communities	–	at	Greater	Risk!
Plains communities are highly susceptible to the impacts of grassland fires and fires in the trees and 
shrubs that provide shade and wind protection near buildings.  In the plains, wildfire threat is highly 
unpredictable and can spread rapidly to 10,000 or even 100,000 acres at any time throughout the year.  
If you live in a plains community, it is imperative that you have a pro-active plan that ensures ad-
equate and appropriate response to a wildfire!

A Rio Grande Bosque Community

Curry County: Lots of Grass, Few Trees 
 
“Now that we have an approved CWPP, we can apply for wildfire funding that we need and 
couldn’t get before.  We are currently developing two grants: 
• A wildfire coordinator who would work with three volunteer fire departments and co-
ordinate with Curry County Road Department, Clovis Fire Department, Texico Fire Depart-
ment, and Melrose Fire Department during a wildfire; 
• Fire Prevention signs to be displayed in the most hazardous areas of Curry County, as 
determined through our CWPP.”

Connie Harrison, Curry County Grant administrator  
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Start	By	Reviewing	Your	
Community’s	Resources
• What is the extent of your wildfire risk –  

your fire history?
• What does our community stand to lose? 

Homes? Open-space? Human life?
• What are your resources to meet the  

challenges of wildfire?
• What can be done to reduce your  

wildfire risk?

Every	Community	Needs	a	
CWPP	
A Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 
helps evaluate risk from a catastrophic wildfire.  
In New Mexico, 51 communities or counties have 
developed a CWPP.  These important planning 
documents have identified 532 communities and 
their level of risk to wildfire.  The communities’ 
concerns, infrastructure, cultural, social, economic 
values, fuels, topography, and weather are factors 
that help to determine the level of wildfire risk.   
 
The CWPP is recognized by state and federal land 
management agencies as a required document 
to receive many grant and funding opportunities.  
Plans include ways to reduce structural ignit-
ability, identified areas in need of fuels reduction, 
the need for building code ordinances to incor-
porate Firewise standards, and ways to improve 
your fire department’s capacity.
     
A well developed CWPP is one of your best guides and helps provide direction for decision makers 
when dealing with wildfire issues and fuels reduction questions.  Use your CWPP to the fullest!  If you 
live in one of the few areas not covered by a plan, we encourage you to develop one.  The agencies 
listed at the conclusion of this section can help you create a plan that meets your needs.  A list of ap-
proved CWPPs can be found at the State Forestry Division website.  
www.emnrd.state.nm.us/FD/FireMgt/cwpps.htm   

Structure lost in 2000 Cerro Grande Fire
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Be	Prepared
Involve a cross-section of stakeholders (local, state, federal) in your planning efforts, allowing you to 
develop and implement a CWPP that fits into the larger landscape and target essential funding op-
portunities!  Always remember, everyone plays a part in your community from the homeowner to the 
developer to the neighboring state and federal landowners.

Prioritize and complete property treatments and planning tools, which can include:

• Thinning of forested lands in the Wildland Urban Interface - Thinning mechanically removes 
unhealthy and overstocked trees.   By reducing competition for water and nutrients, thinning 
leaves larger, healthier trees that can withstand drought, disease, and bug infestations. 

• Invest in your local fire department’s wildfire resources.  Planning and investments should in-
clude staffing and equipment, training, outreach and education within the community.  There are 
a multitude of resources available at the local, state, and federal level that can help with funding 
and assistance through your local CWPP.

• Developing incentives and/or creating wildfire codes and ordinances for building and develop-
ment within the wildland urban interface.  This provides a community vision that motivates prop-
erty owners and developers to create and maintain defensible space on their property.

• Creating defensible space at individual homes – Defensible space is defined as a zone around 
the home that slows the spread of wildfire.  Under the right conditions the home may withstand a 
wildfire with little or no outside intervention.  This also creates a safe area where fire fighters can 
work to defend a home from fire.  Defensible space does not mean bare ground, rather well placed 
vegetation that it less flammable, well groomed, and arranged to reduce the spread of fire to the 
structure.  More information can be found at www.firewise.com or from State Forestry’s Living 
with Fire brochure.

• Complete the cycle – implement programs to utilize forest products that are removed for fire 
treatments.  These programs can result in jobs and economic development opportunities that can 
help your community greatly!  Programs can include: wood recycling, biomass energy facilities, 
unique wood products (furniture, viga and latilla bundles, etc.)
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Protecting	your	community	is	a	step-by-step	process.				

Keep	the	Ball	Rolling
q Organize federal & state legislators & media “education field days” (annually before funding cycles)   

 show successes and talk about your needs

q Maintain a functioning core group

q Complete at least one thinning project a year

q Refine and update your CWPP, as needed

q Continual education on wildfire and forest health concerns

q Continual training and update of wildfire suppression personnel and resources

Find	the	Money
q Always have  a project identified in preparation for rapid funding availability

q Encourage homeowner’s responsibility to create defensible space

q Adopt a local ordinance requiring defensible space 

q Promote utilization of fuels from treatment projects

q Provide assistance and incentives to companies that create and sustain “tree jobs”

q Evaluate potential biomass utilization and sustainability

q Local wood yard               

q Free wood to elderly who heat homes with wood 

q Keep wood out of landfill

q Heat a school or make electricity

q Host chipper days, green waste days, composting days

q Education on proper thinning for fire prevention and forest health

From	CWPP	to	Next	Steps:	

A	Decision-Making	Checklist
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Technical	Assistance:	Use	Your	Local	Experts	and	Resources

Federal	Land	Management	Agencies	
• United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (USDA Forest Service) www.fs.fed.us  

Provides technical expertise, funding assistance, and firefighting resources.  Contact your local ranger district.

• Bureau of Land Management (BLM)  www.blm.gov  
 Provides technical expertise, funding assistance, and firefighting resources.  Contact your local field office 

• Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) www.nrcs.usda.gov
 Provides technical expertise and funding resources.   Contact your local field office.

• Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)  www.doi.gov/bia/
 Provides technical assistance on Tribal lands and firefighting resources.

• US Fish and Wildlife Service www.fws.gov
 Manages refuge lands and provides firefighting resources.

• National Park Service www.nps.gov 
 Manages Park Service lands and provides firefighting resources.

State	Agencies	
• New Mexico State Forestry Division www.nmforestry.com 
 Provides technical expertise, funding assistance, and firefighting resources.  Contact your local district office.

• State Land Office www.nmstatelands.org 
 Manages State Trust Lands throughout New Mexico.  Can provide some technical assistance and partnership in 

forest and rangeland improvement projects.

• Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) nm.nacdnet.org/ 
 Can provide technical assistance and funding assistance for conservation practices and improvements to private 

lands.  Contact your local SWCD field office.
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Nongovernmental	Entities
• New Mexico Municipal League  www.nmml.org 
 Association of the incorporated communities in New Mexico, contacts with all municipal agencies and their admin-

istration.

• New Mexico Association of Counties  www.nmcounties.org 
 Association of the counties in New Mexico, contacts with all county governments, administer the Wildfire Risk 

Reduction Grant that is funded by the BLM

• Environmental groups
 Passionate about the environment and want to see some change

• Professional groups i.e. Society of American Foresters, Society of Range Management
 Provide technical expertise on land management issues

• Forest Guild   www.forestguild.org 
 Provide technical expertise on land management issues, have staff to assist, good collaborator, proactive in grant 

writing and pursuing funding 

• Fire chief ’s association
 Know the needs of the fire service; know the fire hazards in their districts, well respected in the community

• Neighborhood associations
 Good for gaining support from elected officials and collaborating on projects, find an interested party who would 

champion a cause
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Every community wants to improve their quality of life, enhance property values, increase the tax base 
and attract new businesses. A Tree Program can deliver all this and more funding too. The tools are 
right “at your finger tips”!  

One:		 	 Trees	enhance	water	quality.	

Two:			 Be	fire	wise.	

Three:		 Trees	make	your	community		
	 	 	 	 	 better!	–	build	it	and	they	
	 	 	 	 	 will	come.

Great neighborhoods, friendly towns, “livable 
communities” don’t just happen. As an elected leader 
you can develop a community forestry program, 
whether large or small, that represents an opportunity 
to leverage resources in almost every sector.  
A comprehensive community forestry program provides 
a chance to attract increased funding for:

• Surface and stormwater management 
• Air and water quality 
• Energy 
• Beautification 
• Roads 
• And economic development, - just to mention a few.  

Properly maintained trees make it possible to enhance 
existing municipal programs including parks, utilities, 
public works, and neighborhood beautification.

Make	Trees	Part	
of	Your	Plan!

Tree	Programs	
Make	it	Happen!

skilled	
care	&

management advocacy

budgetting
&	planning
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As leaders in municipal government, you are faced with a long list of competing priorities.  Managing, 
protecting and planting trees may even seem like an “out-of-sight-out-of mind” item compared to edu-
cation, healthcare, or creating jobs. Think again! Here’s what you need to know about the three most 
significant issues facing community forests in New Mexico:

1.	Urban	Impacts.	
Trees experience significant stress and hazards because of “ur-
ban settings” including transportation patterns, soil-compacting 
traffic near the root zone, power line issues, drought conditions, 
construction damage, and lack of routine maintenance. When 
adding this to the consequences of poor planning and unquali-
fied maintenance, the costs can be devastating to a community:
• Costly tree removal
• Loss of property value
• Catastrophic fires
• Reduced environmental benefits for air and water quality
• Poor appearance
• Risk factors (hazard situations in public spaces)
• Susceptibility to drought and insects

2.	Lack	of	Budget	Dollars.	
Community forests and city trees are often conspicuously absent 
or limited in municipal planning and budgets. Whether a com-
munity is urban or rural, there is no substitute for the aesthet-
ics, environmental, and social benefits of trees. The statewide 
“Trees and People” survey showed significant interest in the 
importance of trees and forests across a variety of participants 
and communities. It’s clear that citizens recognize the benefits 
of budgeting for tree care.  A pro-active community forestry pro-
gram can leverage Green Infrastructure into existing programs 
and projects resulting in increased funding and partnerships.  
Within your community, trees serve a multipurpose role for:
• Mitigating air pollution
• Reducing carbon dioxide
• Improving air quality by cooling and cleaning the air
• Improving water quality within a community watershed
• Decreasing soil erosion
• Delivering significant health, social, and recreational benefits

Tree	
Funding	
Partnership								
The City of Las Vegas 
partners with Public Ser-
vice Company of New 
Mexico (PNM) to remove 
Siberian elm under power 
lines and replace with 
more suitable tree spe-
cies. – Spring 2008

• PNM paid for removals 
of large Siberian elm 
trees at-risk of dam-
aging power lines.  In 
addition PNM provided 
educational materials 
to citizens for care of 
replacement trees.

• The Las Vegas tree 
board coordinated citi-
zen contact, provided 
suitable replacement 
trees to citizens, and 
provided educational 
materials in addition 
to promoting the event 
city-wide.
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3.	Poor	Maintenance	and	Lack	of	Qualified	Professionals.	
Trees deliver benefits around the clock but take generations to become a forest, a landmark, or large-
scale specimen. If we want quality roads we hire the best engineers. For the best trees, we have to set 
a high standard for requiring:
• A qualified municipal or city Arborist
• An educated and qualified workforce, both within your municipality and for contracted services
• Tree ordinances and public policy to appropriately plan for and manage community trees
• Guidelines for construction development

Translate	this	information	
into	a	program	that	fits	your	
community’s	unique	needs.
What is the greatest need in your community?  By identi-
fying this, you can prioritize “where to start” in building 
a successful program.  As a leader in your community, 
you have a great opportunity to face these critical issues 
and improve quality of life!

• Is the threat of wildland fire a priority?
• What does your community forest look like?
 • Do you have an aging tree population?
 • Are there insect disease problems?
• Is water availability an issue?
• Do you have challenges with stormwater?
• Do you have sufficient tree care professionals to serve 
the needs of your community forest?



�0

Community	Forestry	Programs	Showing	Leadership	across	
New	Mexico

Roswell’s	Urban	Forestry	Program		
Roswell is the longest standing Tree City USA in New Mexico, 
having just celebrated 19 years with this distinction.  In addition, 
Roswell has exceeded Tree City USA standards for the last 7 years 
and been recognized with Growth Awards by the National Arbor 
Day Foundation.  Community dedication to tree care and citizen 
involvement makes Roswell a leading example of a successful com-
munity forestry program. 

A 2006 Tree Inventory and Management Plan completed by Davey 
Resource Group returned the following information.  The inventory 
included all trees within city parks and the municipal golf course. 
• Number of trees 6,392; 80 different species of trees  
• Estimated  value of the community forest  $6,131,473 (or $952 per tree)
• Management Plan recommendations:
  • Top priority identified - removal of 722 trees that represented hazards due to age, structural  

  defect, etc.
  • Establish a 5 year pruning cycle for the community forest

“Having a monetary value placed on our tree population was very helpful in justifying budget needs for 
tree care with city council and the parks commission,” states Roswell’s Parks Superintendent and Urban 
Forester, Ken Smith.   To-date, the Parks staff has completed removal of approximately 200 trees (identi-
fied as high hazard), and planted well over 500 trees.  Ongoing challenges to managing the urban forest 
include limited funding and staffing resources to completely implement the management plan.  

Roswell Parks Department has identified a goal for training tree workers with the following: annual 
attendance at tree conferences and in-house ISA training.  Long-term, there is an identified need to 
get 2-3 staff people trained as ISA Certified Arborists.
 
With all of the effort and commitment Roswell dedicates to effectively managing the community for-
est, perhaps their greatest asset is successfully engaging citizen involvement.

• Each April, Roswell celebrates Arbor Day at the Spring River Park & Zoo.  The Parks department 
partners with Keep Roswell Beautiful to put on a very well attended event.  The mayor reads the 
proclamation for Arbor Day and a State Forestry representative presents the Tree City USA award.  
Also, a tree planting demonstration is carried out on the zoo grounds.  Keep Roswell Beautiful pur-
chases 1,000 seedlings from Tree New Mexico to give away to those in attendance.  Smokey Bear is 
present to entertain the kids.
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Santa	Fe	Becoming	a	Sustainable	Urban	Forestry	Community
(Submitted by Fabian Chavez, Parks/Trails/Watershed Division Director)

During the past year Santa Fe has moved  
forward with several initiatives to develop a 
broad based program that upgrades the care 
of our Urban Forest in the Parks, Public places, 
Trails and Watershed system.  The recent  
passage of a $30.2 million Parks, Trails and  
Recreation Facility Renovation Bond and the 
recent hiring of a city arborist will allow us to 
move forward with several initiatives.
• Working to become a member of Tree City 

USA in 2009
• An inventory of trees in public places has 

begun.  The focus is on identifying the  
condition of the Urban Forest in parks and trail systems throughout the city

• A recent award of $8,000 New Mexico Forest Re-Leaf grant from the State Forestry Division will 
allow the City to plant trees in a section of the Parque del Rio and increase citizen involvement in 
city-wide planting efforts.

• Several sections of the Parque del Rio system will be redesigned to upgrade these parks through 
mitigation of hazard trees, irrigation improvements and tree planting

• Several parks in traditional Agrarian areas with a water source will include the planting of fruit 
producing trees as a component of an emerging Community Garden initiative, a partnership  
between city parks and neighborhood groups.  A component of this initiative is forming a “Friends 
of the Park” coalition of neighbors, interested citizens and corporate volunteers in an effort to 
maintain the health of the Urban Forest.

A seminal component of these initiatives is the development and support of an ongoing Workforce 
Training program for City Park’s staff, including arborist certification.  This training is made possible 
through city support and a variety of funding partnerships.  Continued funding within the next few 
years will be a challenge during this difficult financial crisis affecting local municipalities   Ongoing 
professional development will insure sustainability and forward thinking as the City of Santa Fe moves 
forward with our Urban Forestry Initiative.
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Albuquerque’s	Roosevelt	Park	-	City	Park	revitalization	using	
the	Certified	Arborist	Professional

The City of Albuquerque and a local neighborhood wanted 
to renovate a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) era park 
named after President Roosevelt.  The park would have 
been an oasis in the desert when originally built and has 
been heavily used for years.  Heavy use had taken its toll on 
the trees, turf, and park amenities.  A plan was created to 
improve the site taking into account the peoples’ desire to 
preserve the mature elms that surrounded the park.  

The Albuquerque Park Management staff determined that 
these trees would require special care and evaluation.  Contract specifications were prepared and fol-
lowed that required and ISA Certified Arborist on site during all tree pruning and third party ISA Certi-
fied Arborist to assist in evaluating the needs of all the trees.  These experts evaluated the trees from 
the ground and in the air to get the best view and recommendations.  The end result is a wonderful 
park with safe healthy mature trees that were managed correctly and protected from all construction 
which included all new irrigation, new turf, and new park and playground equipment.  

Albuquerque’s Roosevelt Park
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“Trees provide greater savings 
 and benefits to the Southwest 
 than anywhere else in the country.  
 Our climate makes shade 
 even more valuable in urban areas by 

 cooling surfaces,  

  reducing temperature, 

   saving in energy costs,  

    preventing and 

     removing air pollutants.”

Nicholas	Kuhn	-	Albuquerque	City	Forester	
ISA	Certified	Arborist	/	Municipal	Specialist

Improving	Arborist		
Education	and	Training
 
Currently there are only 75 ISA certified arborists 
in New Mexico (over half of which are located 
within the Albuquerque metro area) and there 
are no certified tree care workers!  The ISA New 
Mexico Director, State Urban and Community 
Forestry Program and partners throughout the 
state are dedicated to increasing the level of 
training and certification for the certified arbor-
ist and tree care workers.  To ensure a healthy 
green infrastructure, we must train and hire the 
best tree care workers who will follow estab-
lished Best Management Practices (BMPs) that 
result in safe practices and healthy trees.

Arborist training in City of Roswell
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Developing	a	Community	Forestry	Program:		
Your	Greatest	Asset

Large stature, healthy trees are valuable resources that require special care in our desert climate, but 
pay tremendous dividends over time.  This section gives you some of the building blocks to develop 
a sustainable community forestry program that fits your community’s unique needs.  These program 
components can also help you compete for funding at the local, state, and national level.  Where you 
start depends on the needs of your community.  

• Identify and Train a Community Forester / Arborist - Depending on the size of your community, 
the community forester can be full-time, a staff person that has shared duties throughout the com-
munity, or a contract position.  This individual can assist with everything from planning to beauti-
fication to ordinance development and fundraising.

• Complete a Tree Inventory - Provides information on the status of your community forest and al-
lows you to prioritize tree care, removal and replacement needs.  An inventory also helps in justi-
fication of budget criteria and is an essential component to developing a management plan.  Just 
like any other resource in your community it’s important to know what you have, where it is, and 
what condition it’s in to manage it correctly and maximize the benefits from your investment.

• Complete a Management Plan – This is your “roadmap to green”.  By establishing short and 
long-term goals and objectives for the program, you can monitor progress to show success to your 
funders and justify future budget requests.  

• Develop the Tree Care Industry in Your Community and Region – With an increased empha-
sis on proper tree care and management, you will have the opportunity to develop “green jobs” 
through the tree care industry.  An investment in this industry brings direct returns to your com-
munity investment in trees.  Work with local companies to encourage training, certifications, and 
proper insurance coverage.  Remember, when you design and build roads (the gray infrastructure) 
you hire highly qualified engineers; when you design and maintain your community forest (the 
green infrastructure) you need to hire highly qualified arborists!

• Citizen Empowerment – Use existing citizen groups that can provide volunteer assistance and 
become advocates for community forestry projects and initiatives.

• Non-Profit Development – In order to be positioned for private funding opportunities, the com-
munity needs a strong non-profit partner.  This partner can advocate for programs, funding sourc-
es, and help build essential public and private support within and outside the community.
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Technical	Assistance
To establish a tree program, develop a tree ordinance, seek funding opportunities or receive technical assistance

The New Mexico State Urban and Community Forestry Program  
Focuses on empowering communities by increasing citizen awareness, providing and seeking unique 
funding sources, providing technical assistance and other resources.  Invite a cross-section of partners, 
throughout New Mexico, to support local and regional community forestry efforts in your area! Learn 
more at the program website.  www.nmforestry.com
• New Mexico Forest Re-Leaf - Statewide Tree Planting program to assist in growing your  
 community forest
• Tree New Mexico - A long-time program partner, provides technical assistance in developing  
 community-based support, coordinating volunteer tree planting projects and events, training  
 volunteers, and many other components essential to building a sustainable local program.   
 To learn more, visit: www.treenm.com.

To become a Tree City USA
Tree City USA is offered by the Arbor Day Foundation (www.arborday.org) and administered in New Mex-
ico by the State Forestry Division (www.nmforestry.com).  This program is an excellent way to recognize 
your community’s achievements through annual recognition and Arbor Day celebrations.  The Arbor Day 
Foundation offers many other programs that may be of interest to your community, including: educa-
tional curriculum, Tree Campus USA, Tree Line USA (for utility companies).  
• New Mexico Tree City USA Communities: 9
• Total population served: 629,376
• Longest standing Tree City USA in New Mexico: Roswell, since 1989
• Largest Tree City USA in New Mexico: Albuquerque, population 484,246
• Smallest Tree City USA in New Mexico: San Jon, population 308

Develop a relationship with your local Cooperative Extension office
Every county throughout New Mexico has a Cooperative Extension office that is dedicated to provid-
ing technical assistance that serves a variety of community needs.  Programs administered through 
your local cooperative extension office may include: 
• Natural Resources 
• Yard and Garden
• Community and Economic Development, and more  
 To learn more, visit extension.nmsu.edu.
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Resources	

Network with Tree Professionals from New Mexico and surrounding regions at this state’s lon-
gest reigning urban tree care conference
Think Trees New Mexico is a non-profit organization that promotes the education, training, and appreci-
ation of arboriculture and horticulture.  This organization provides support to professionals in the Green 
Industry of New Mexico and its surrounding regions.  To learn more, visit www.thinktreesnm.org 

An excellent opportunity to fund youth and projects that build your community forest
The Mission of New Mexico’s Youth Conservation Corps is to promote the education, success and well-
being of the youth through the conservation and enhancement of the state’s natural resources and 
lasting community benefits.  To learn more about this funding opportunity that helps put youth to 
work in your community, visit www.emnrd.state.nm.us/ycc/. 

Resources and Certification to Support Local Programs and the Tree Care Industry – The Tree 
Care Professional
When managing the trees within your community, choose your experts wisely.  Choosing qualified 
professionals to address your tree care needs will raise the standard of care within the community for-
est, encourage education and training within the industry, and most importantly, promote safer work 
practices.  For more information on the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) see their website 
www.isa-arbor.com.   

Tree Care Certification Options
• The ISA Certified Arborist – the baseline for your community’s tree manager 
• The ISA Municipal Specialist – advanced certification for your community forester, arborist, or   
 parks manager
• The ISA Tree Worker/Climber Specialist – certification for on-staff and contract field personnel
• The ISA Utility Specialist – certification for utility personnel
• The ASCA Certified Consulting Arborist – your proficient consultant

Tree Care Resources for Community Tree Managers and Citizens

Trees Are Good – Providing the general public with quality tree care information.  Learn more at: 
www.treesaregood.com 

Tree Pruning Techniques from New Mexico State University -- aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/_h/h-156.pdf 
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A Clearinghouse of Information to Support Program Development

TreeLink -- provides information networking and communications tools for urban forestry pro-
fessionals, nonprofits, government, academics, researchers and the public at large. This includes 
resources for education and public policy, best practices, access to research on all aspects of tree 
and forest biology, planting guides, volunteer opportunities, listserv and links to other tree-related 
organizations, information and activities.  Learn more at: www.treelink.org 

Learn from other Community Tree Managers Around the Country
The Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA) is a professional organization committed to “leading the 
world in building the confidence, competence, and camaraderie of the family of professionals who cre-
ate and sustain community forests”.  To learn more, visit www.urban-forestry.com .

Learn more about Community Sustainability Resources Available

ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
Local governments across the United States are recognizing the shared importance and the inter-
connectedness of their social, economic, and environmental goals. Many have been developing 
active programs and policies to improve the sustainability of their operations and the communities 
they govern. Urban forestry offers a set of opportunities for creating a wide range of community 
benefits.  This toolkit is designed to communicate the benefits of the urban forest and provide 
policy guidelines to enable municipalities to move toward achieving a sustainable urban ecosys-
tem. Facts sheets and additional resources are available through the ICLEI websites: 
www.icleiusa.org/action-center/planning/Urban%20Forestry%20Toolkit.pdf/?searchterm=toolkit

Learn more about tools and funding sources through EPA 
The EPA has a variety of materials and resources available that can help educate your community 
on the benefits of community forests and their impacts on the environment.  Develop community 
forestry projects that can address air and water quality issues and have a positive impact on your 
community’s green infrastructure. 

Urban Heat Islands website 
www.epa.gov/hiri/resources/compendium.htm

Green Infrastructure website 
cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/greeninfrastructure/information.cfm#greenpolicy


