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Sustainable Reuse of Brownfields:
One State’s Perspective



Sustainability and Ohio’s Brownfields

Ohio EPA looks at sustainability from two 
equally important viewpoints. 

1. The Green Viewpoint

2. The “Build it for the Long Haul”
Viewpoint



The Green Viewpoint

Green Building (LEED Rating System and 
Certification)
Building Green Infrastructure (natural areas)
Air Quality Improvement (no big hair!)
Historic Preservation (building recycling)
Conservation-Focused Development (green 
infrastructure for a single development)
Transit-Oriented Development  (walking, biking, 
busing)
Energy Efficiency (money from the utilities?!)
Natural Landscapes (native plants)
Water Resource Protection (streams in the buff)
Livable Communities (Joe Recchie is our hero!)



The Build it For the Long Haul Viewpoint

Ohio’s voluntary cleanup program (aka  
VAP) has been in operation for over ten 
years allowing us the ability to follow a 
good number of redeveloped brownfields 
over several years of “new life”.  Some 
succeed wonderfully, some do well 
enough and some return to their former 
life as brownfields. 

Why???



The Build it For the Long Haul Viewpoint

No connection to the community (What 
were they thinking?!)
No input from the community (VAP is 

privatized)
Just fix it fast!  (Developer roulette)
Customized or Couture Cleanup (Bad 

news when your developer pulls out and a 
new one comes in who is 3 sizes bigger 
and hates the color.)



The Green Viewpoint – Ohio’s Incentive

The state of Ohio is very fortunate to have a grant 
fund (Clean Ohio Fund) which awards cleanup 
grants of up to $3 million to public entities and 
public-private partnerships.
The grants are awarded through a competitive 
process. Competition rounds generally occur 
every 18 months. 
The applicants are awarded points for a number of 
attributes related to the planned redevelopment, 
e.g. job creation, environmental improvement, 
sustainable redevelopment. More points = better 
chance of receiving grant $$.



The Green Viewpoint – Ohio’s Incentive

Points are given to applicants whose 
redevelopment plans incorporate 
sustainable development concepts. 
There are two ways to approach this:

1. Green Building – points are earned for 
being able to meet all the prerequisites 
for the LEED Rating System. Additional 
points for achieving LEED Certification 
(more for silver, still more for gold).



The Green Viewpoint – Ohio’s Incentive

2. Incorporating Sustainable      
Redevelopment Concepts.

WHAT????



The Green Viewpoint – Ohio’s Incentive

Building Green Infrastructure (natural areas)
Air Quality Improvement (tree-hugger)
Historic Preservation (building recycling)
Conservation-Focused Development (green 
infrastructure for a single development)
Transit-Oriented Development  (walking, biking, 
busing)
Energy Efficiency (money from the utilities?!)
Natural Landscapes (native plants)
Water Resource Protection (streams in the buff)
Livable Communities (Joe Recchie is our hero!)

MORE CONCEPTS = MORE POINTS!



Problems with Incentives

Point incentives for sustainable 
redevelopment have been part of the 
COF application for about 4 years.
Although good sustainable plans have 

been developed, there have been 
problems, in many cases, with 
implementing those plans.
COF and the COF Counsel are looking 

at different ways to provide a 
sustainability incentive that would 
facilitate implementation.



What about the Long Haul?
Encourage community participation

The VAP is privatized with little public notification 
so advertising cases where community 
participation has lead to successful long-term 
redevelopment is key. COF has also helped.

Technical Training and Guidance
Providing training and guidance to our CPs that 
warn them of the pitfalls of designing cleanups 
for one development and provide them with 
examples of cost-effective and more flexible 
alternatives. 



What about the Long Haul?

Sustainability Training
It is widely accepted by Ohio EPA that 

incorporating “The Green Viewpoint” into a 
brownfield redevelopment project will almost 
always result in “Building it for the Long Haul”. 
However, it has been a challenge convincing 
many CPs and Volunteers of this. Ohio EPA 
has sponsored two, day-long trainings on 
sustainability and green development with 
experts from U.S. EPA, academia, local 
government and the private sector. We are 
committed to continuing this education and 
outreach because of the obvious benefits.



What about the Long Haul?

Examples, Examples, Examples
(i.e. Advertising) 



VAP Case Study in Sustainability
The Alsco Facility – Gnadenhutten, Ohio

Before

After



Alsco Facility – Gnadenhutten, Ohio

The Alsco Facility is a former aluminum siding 
fabricator. The 23 acre facility was used for the 
aluminum siding manufacturing operations. 4.8 
acres of the property was a former NPL site.  One 
side of the facility borders the Tuscarawas River.

Aluminum melting and extrusion, chromium coating 
and painting operations occurred on the property 
from the 1950s until 1993. The site had been vacant 
since 1993.

Environmental risks on property related to the on-
site disposal of sludge and wastewater generated 
during the aluminum production. Contaminants 
primarily heavy metals.



Alsco Facility – Gnadenhutten, Ohio

A portion of the site (4.8 acres) which 
contained pits and ponds where the 
bulk of the waste was disposed of, was 
listed under NPL and therefore was 
required to undergo Superfund 
(CERCLA) cleanup. Cleanup was 
completed by Atlantic Richfield (the 
PRP) and site was delisted from the NPL 
in September 2001.



Alsco Facility – Gnadenhutten, Ohio

After delisting, Atlantic Richfield wanted to cleanup  
and receive liability protection for the remainder of the 
site under the VAP so that a portion of the site could be 
redeveloped. On that portion was an existing building 
that Atlantic Richfield believed could be cost-
effectively restored as part of the cleanup. The building 
had been used in the past for a number of 
manufacturing operations so Atlantic Richfield believed 
it could be marketed to a large population of 
manufacturing businesses. The marketing was 
successful and now Plymouth Foam, a facility which 
manufactures expanded polystyrene for construction 
industry, is located in the building  - and is expanding 
this spring!  

RECYCLING!  FLEXIBLE CLEANUP!



Alsco Facility – Gnadenhutten, Ohio

Atlantic Richfield worked with the local 
community, the Village of Gnadenhutten to 
determine the best use for the remainder of 
the property which borders the Tuscarawas 
River. 
Gnadenhutten’s officials and residents 
identified both education and a need for 
additional parkland as their top priorities.
Best Use – Nature Preserve that is open to the 
public and that was also designed to meet the 
environmental education needs of the 
Gnadenhutten Schools.



Ribbon Cutting Day!






