
Community Parks Revitalization Act

Background:
The Community Parks Revitalization 
Act would provide matching, federal 
grants for much needed park and  
recreation infrastructure in metropolitan 
areas; helping to build communities, 
create jobs, enhance local economies, 
protect the health and wellbeing of 
our citizens and natural resources, 
and contribute to a higher quality of 
life for hard-working Americans and 
their families.  This legislation would 
authorize the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) to 
administer three grant programs:

•	 Rehabilitation	and	Construction	
grants consisting of matching 
capital grants to rebuild, remodel, 
expand, or develop existing or new 
recreational areas or facilities.

•	 Innovation	and	Recreation		
Program	grants consisting  of 
matching grants to cover the costs 
of delivering innovative recreation 
programs or services, with a  
particular focus on those increasing 
access to recreation opportunities 
for returning veterans, military 
families, and at-risk youth.

•	 Recovery	Action	Program	grants 
consisting of matching grants to 
cover the costs of developing plans 
for parks and recreation systems, 
which demonstrate a commitment 
to ongoing local efforts to plan and 
sustain any project approved for 
funding under this legislation.
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NRPA	Policy	Position		
NRPA urges Congress to  
authorize the Community  
Parks Revitalization Act.

Why	Congress	Should	Act:
Investments in parks and recreation 
infrastructure invigorate communities 
by making them healthier, more  
livable, and economically competitive.  
Parks and recreation not only support 
businesses and create jobs but also 
help to improve physical activity and 
address chronic disease and costly 
obesity related health problems.  

Yet, too many American communities 
suffer from a lack of green space, 
dilapidated and outdated facilities, 
unsafe playgrounds, and inadequate 
access to recreation resources.  In 
these times of economic distress, this 
legislation provides Congress with an 
opportunity to spur economic growth 
and address many of this nation’s 
most costly problems at the local 
community level.

Parks	and	Recreation		
Attracts	Businesses

Corporate CEOs say that employee 
quality of life is one of the three most  
important factors in locating companies 
and small businesses indicate that 
parks, recreation, and open space are 
a top priority in choosing where  
to start up.

Parks	Create	Jobs
In addition to attracting businesses 
and the jobs that come with them, a  
study by The Political Economy and 
Research Institute of the University  
of Massachusetts shows that invest-
ment in parks, reforestation, and land  
restoration generates jobs at a much 
higher rate than most other sectors  
including new highway construction, 
Wall Street, and conventional  
energy sources.

Parks	Increase	Property	
Values	and	Grow	Tax		
Revenues

Parks and green space positively  
affect real property values for  
adjacent properties by as much as 
25%.  They also increase local tax  
revenue and attract tourism dollars.

Parks	and	Recreation		
Improve	Public	Health		

The CDC reports that childhood  
obesity has tripled in the last 30 
years, less than 25% of adults engage 
in recommended levels of physical 
activity, and that obesity is a leading 
cause of chronic disease.  

A group of studies reviewed in the 
American Journal of Preventive  
Medicine showed that “creation of  
or enhanced access to places for 
physical activity” helped produce a 
48.4 percent increase in frequency  
of physical activity. 

Increased access to parks, green 
space, and recreation opportunities 
is essential to becoming a healthier 
nation and reducing unsustainable 
health care costs. 

Parks	Protect	Natural		
Resources

Funding for parks and recreation 
contributes to reduced storm water 
runoff, enhanced groundwater  
recharge, urban heat island mitigation, 
and reduced energy demands.  
They also make communities and 
neighborhoods safer by protecting 
against environmental contamination.


